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that you migl1t hold against any ofticial connected with the penitentiary sys­
tf'm? 

A. · No, eir; I was treated nice as I could be and was a trusty_ and got the 
hest there was in tlw system. 

IMPERIAL STATE FARM. 

Description of building- of Camp Xo. 2 on Imperial State fa.rm, lucated about 
~¼ miles from Rngarland, Texas: 

){ruin prison building is fi0 feet Jong 'by 2,i feet wide. There are ten windows 
in building about 2} by 6 feet. None of window.s are screened. There are two 
tiers of tlouble hunks on either sidP, therf' being thirty-nine rlouhle bunk~ and 
two single bunks. ·In the sonth <'IHI of building there a.re two stools for the use 
of prisoners, which have a very strong, obnoxious, offensive odor abont them 
permeating the pntire building. Closets havf' no water C'rmnection. 

Dining room i;; about 14 by fi0 feet, and is located on the east side of prison 
building. The east side of the dining room is of large, up.right iron pipe, about 
3;}-inch easing, and open and is not screened, with abont (j-inch openings between 
1.he pipe. The wa.ter trough for the men to bathe in is located in •the dining 
room. The spittoons for the prison building a.re just common wooden boxes and 
are very filthy. 

Kitchen is about 12 by 14 feet. J~ dirty and full of flies, and has a very bad 
odor emitting therefrom. '!.'here are two windows and one door in it and has no 
screens upon tlwm. (LocatPd at this camp are seventy-four men, all negroes.) 

Description of building of Camp No. 1 on Imperial State farm, located about 
one n1ile from Sugarln,nd, 'fe-xas: 1 

:Wain building faces east. The picket hall is locat('(I in center of the hnilcling 
and there ·are two wings used as prison. North wing has four windows in Pach 
side and three in the north. The bunks are three high and accommodat,• 108 · 
men in each wing of the building. In the north rnd of the north wing is a. 
concrete pool used for bathing which i~ about 6 by 12 by 5 feet deep. North 
wing is 65 feet long, 30 feet wide with H-foot ceiling. I Convicts are changing 
b9dclothes this morning, those being faken off are very dirty,) Building is 
sc.reened. There are two water cJoqet~ in the northwest corner of north wing, 
The door lrarling from the prison buil<ling into the nor-th dining r{)(JJIJ is 
screened. The north dining room is situated immediately cttRt of north wing 
of prison. The en.st qide of thri dining room i, httticed and not screene,L Lattice 
is made of four-inch strips wi-th four-inch space between. There is a hirge 
water trough in north wing for men to lmt•he facrs and ·hantls when coming in 
from work. One large .stove in north wing and has att,tchecl water-heating­
appara.tus for bnthing purposes. 

The south wing of the prison building is hnilt and equipped practically the. 
same as the north wing. It also has a dining room on the east of about same 
description of dining room on the north wing. Entire building is lighted with 
carbide lights. 

Captain vV, CT. Pryor, being sworn, examined by Jurlge LeP,- testifier! as fol­
lows: 

T am sergeant :tml manager of the 'Imperial Rt:tte farm. T have charge of tlw 
,,ntire farm. \Ve have two separate pri~on buildings on the farm now. This 
ve:ir WP ha.n· about 4000 acr<'s of land in cultivation of this farm. \Ve have 
;thout 2000 acre~ in cane this year, 1000 acres in cotton and 800 ttcres in corn. 
We planted about 200 acres in Irish· potntoPs this year, I can not tell yon the 
average number of convicts on t,his farm this year: we can get that from the 
hooks. I guess ahout 225. \Ve have hPre now 262 men. La.•t year we increased 
our force in cane gathering t·ime, but WP won't this year hecnuse the prop is too 
short, About sixty or seventy-five men nre generally kept at No, 2 camp and 
the balance nf tl,em are kept he.re. No, 2 is the building ~'OU 'WHe at this 
morning. It is ,1.bout two miles from hen•, It is about 3j miles from this tlrison 
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building to thP r<•nJOtest part of the farm. When thic1 lllt'll are that far off their 
meals are taken to them on the farm. I have charge of the guards and under­
keepers 011 the farm. I employ thc·m. l have been in the servici, fifteen years 
la--t -Thursday. I guarded about four years and was assistant one year and have 
bPen ~ergeant nine year.s, Yes, sir; during thnt time a good many men have 
c-ome under my c-ontrol. 

Q. \V.lrnt. is your irle:i of the State taking onP of her citizPns and convicting 
him and sending him to the penitentiary? 

A. I suppose the idea is to reform him in one retipect and ·take him out of 
tlw way of society and the peoplC'. The State nsPs w•r~· little mean8 to reform 
the men that are sPnt here. They have permission to hnve religion~ services 
here whPn tlw.v want them am! ha.d a paid preacher until their mone.v gave out. 
Tlwy had sen-ic:•~ only once a month when it -was paid for. They h,H·e services 
.unong thcm5elveti eYery Sunday. There are severnl convict preachers in there. 
The State has never usPd any other 111t,an8 to reform them. I don't know what 
they paid the preacher that did conw here. That was handled at the office. I 
have twcnty-s-ix or twent~'-tie,·en gu::H,ls on this farm. I have a record showing 
when they went to work for me, out not when tht,_,. Pnten•d the service. I •think 
I have three or four guards here that I broke into the business. I have read 
the rules for the gornrnnwnt, of th,· penitentiary. I redwn I 111u.lerstand my 
part of them. ThPrc is some of them I don't han, anything to do with. My 
duties are to &ee after the men and see that they are feel and clothed and taken 
c-are of and not worked when they itre sick and see that they have proper 
att,:,ntion whik sick, and ~'c'C th:1t thPy do work when they are well and ,tble to 
do it. Some of my guards that went into the senice tt'n or fifteen years ago have 
been sworn ·in. I never have had them ~worn in. I know that the rules require 
that they be s\\'orn in. 

Q. Wh~· have you not complied with that rule? 
A. I gue~s it is like some of the ot,hers. \-Ve just left that much of it off. 
never have sworn anybody in. The inspector used to do that when it was 

carri,~d Gil. l ncn:r ,ePn it ,low• before I was appointed sergeant. Major Dur­
ham nnd ,Judge SpoonPr wen• the only mC'n r cw·1· saw .swear them in and they 
were inspedors. I ha.ve c!isclrnrged two or threl' guards during the Last twelve 
months. I disclurged them for lPtting- men escape. Four -in all, I believe. I 
have discharged guards for no other rPason. The duty of a guard as lnid down 
by the mies i8 to prevent 1'0 cap"~ and behave himself nicely around •them and 
stay soher. I see that the guards oll<'y these rules as much as I can. Yes, sir; 
it is the duty of the gnard to report to me any infraction of tlw rules on the 
part of -the conviefa. Thi>y rt>port to me. I ha.,·e nm·er furni,heil these guards 
with the rules. Tlw c,mvicts hnd ~ome n1les when I took charg-e of them. I 
suppose they still hnve them in the building. I have never seen them lately. 

Q. If a perrnn has not obtainE•d n.n opportunity to read the rules and know 
what they are how would they know when they are breaking the rnle.s? 

A. I generally tell them what they are suppoRt•d to do, and so on. I don't 
know whether the rules require me to furnish them with the rules or not. I 
didn't furnish the gunrds that wc,re employed sincp I come ·here with n copy of 
the rules. I don't suppose tlmt the guards know what the rules are. I tell 
them what I want rlonc and wlmt I don't want .done, and outside of that I don't 
know whether the.v know anythin!! ahout the rules or ·not. I generally know 
what my part of ·the rules are and what he is supposed to do, and if he iH doing 
wrong I call hi~ attention to it. Yr,s, sir: it iA impossibie for me to be with 
Pach !!11:lrd nll the timP. I. have n ~tewarrl hPre on the farm. There is no 
stmvn;·<l on Xo. :! <·amp; one of the pickPt g11·1 rel-< act~ as stewarrl ·th-ere. 

Examiiwd b_y 8enator \Veinert, he stated: 
Some of the men work nine hours a dav and some ten. lt depends on the 

distance wr a're from tlw work. That doe; not include the time it takes ti' g,1 
nnd come. \-Ve give them one hour inside 1·est nt dinner. In the summer time 
we give t,hem anywhere from two and one-ha.If to four hours at noon, that just 
depends on the weather. ,v., have no physician on this place. He resides at 
Hichmond, seven mile8 from here. He comPs promptly when called upon. My 
force has been in a healthy condition for some time. I believe we have had 
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two deaths, probably three, this year. 'Dhe doctor said that all three of them 
died from overheat in the field at work. I know the rules regarding punish• 
ment. I never punish without an order. I never discharged a guard for pun­
ishing a man. It has been eight years since I have heard of a gua·rd hitting a 
man. I •have no knowledge of any such abuse now. Sometimes we have a 
complaint about the food, but no general complaint. I have been in the service 
fifteen years. There is not a great deal of difference in the food now and five 
years ago. It is a great deal better now than it was several years ago. The 
food now is of better quality and a better variety. My requisitions for food 
are always filled. A guard that has been discharged can not be re-employed 
until he is reinstated by the Superintendent or inspector. There is very little 
punishment besides the strap that we can inflict here. ,ve stand them in the 
windows in the building to make them behave. I have never seen one racked 
in the window in the last ten years. We have no dark cell. It has been three 
or four months since I whipped a man. I had some punished this month anif 
last. I had the assistant do it. Thirty-nine is the limit. I do not permit 
them to exceed the limit. I have only had one order for the limit in a long 
time. My strap is not of the regulation size. 

Q. Why do you not obey the rules in that respect? 
A. I think this a better strap than the rules require. With this you can 

w]_iip a man without breaking the skin on him and cutting him up. In a few 
instances I have broken the skin with t•his strap. I have been in the service 
for fifteen years and I think the force could be handled without the strap if 
you had some other punishment of some kind. I never gave that any study 
and don't know that I could suggest ally other punishment, but I suppose thi, 
lighter punishments that they have at the walls would do, dark cell and things 
like that. I don't believe in bread and water; when a man is required to work 
I think you should give him his food and punish him some other way. 

Q. Do you think you can reform it man by hitting him 30 licks? 
A. I rlon't know whether it would reform him or not; it might stop him from 

doing tlie same thing again, but whether it would make a better man or not, I 
don't know about that. You might make •him behave through fl>ar. I wo·rk 
white and colored and :Mexicans also. I don't often have to whip a white man. 
I think I whipped two last winter. I never worked but a few white men, but I 
think the negroes are much more satisfactory for the sugar farms. Yes, sir; 
I know the location of the Harlem farm and the Imperial. Both farms together 
work about 500 men. Yes, sir; I think they ought to have a resident phy­
sician on one or the other camps where he could come and look after the men 
every morning and when you needed him you could get ·J:iim at once. Our 
doctor comes when we need him, but if he was here we would call him more 
frequently. I think it would be bette·r to have him here, for with the two 
farms he would have plenty of work to do. If there was an attempt made to 
reform the men by proper trrntment they inight be better men when they were 
turned out. The only reading matter the men get is the papers we have here. 
Sometimes they send us a lot of old papers and magazines from Huntsville and 
such as that. The building is lighted all night with gasoline lights. 

Q. Are the rules obeyed in regard to the space required for convicts? 
A. We are a little crowded now, but we are constructing a new prison about 

two .miles from here now. These conditions will not prevail t·hen; we will have 
plenty of room. That will leave us not over 140 men when _we move part of 
these to the other camp. I don't think the sanitary conditions of Camp No. 
2 is as it should be, and Col. Herring and I have talkad it over and we intend 
to move lhc camp. We can not use the sanitary closets down there, for we 
rnn not dmin it off. I can not tell you how soon we will move it. The camp 
is inspected once a month and sometimes twice. ,Judge Barbee comes once a 
month and Col. Herring drops in whenever he feels like it. Judge Barbee gen­
erally stays about three hours, sometimes half a day and sometimes not so 
long. He inspects No. 2 camp also. He generally spends the night with me 
and goes into the building at night and talks to the convicts. The last time 
he was here he stayed in there two hours or more, I suppose. 
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Examined by Col. Molle1·, he stated: 
I was in the prison building at No. 2 camp about two or three weeks ago. 

Yes, sir; there are two closets in the rear end. They are not over six feet or 
eight at the outside from the nearest bunks. There is no flushing systm con­
nected with them; we use water from the inside. Yes, sir; I have noticed 
!ome terrible odor coming from them. 
· Q. Considering that the bunks are not over six feet from them and know­

ing the odor that comes from them, do you think that any human being ought 
to have to stay there? 

A. No, sir; I don't. No, sir; I don't think we could build a closet say 6 by 
G feet on the back end with an iron door to it from the prison, because you 
can't permit a man to go anywhere where the picket guard can't see him. And 
if the door was made of lattice work it would not afford any advantage, only 
put the closets further from the bunks. It doesn't make any difference where 
you put it if it was made of iron and everything, if the guard couldn't see 
him he would cut out. If the entire thing was iron and the front lattice work 
he might not cut out. Yes, sir; if tubs were put under there and cleaned fre­
quently and disinfected 1 expect it would prevent the odor from coming into 
the sleeping quarters. I will ask that that be done and tiy it. I don't like 
to call an officer's attention to a thing when he is over me and has ~cen it, lmL 
[ will do it. The metal trough you saw in the dining room up there is for th_e 
men to bathe their faces in. On No. 2 camp we have a zinc tub about 8 by lU 
feet that .the men bathe in. I was in the kitchen two or three weeks ago. I 
think it is in about as good shape as we can have it with that old building. I 
think it ought to be better. I have noticed the kind of food prepared for the 
men there. 

Examined by Senator Hudspeth, he stated: 
That trough in the dining room is for bathing their faces. They don't use 

the trough, they just turn the water on and wash. The sick and all bathe in 
the same water. If it man has syphilis he bathes with the rest of them in the. 
tub and uses the same water. 

Examined by Col. Moller, he stated: 
Q. Now, there is a piece of corn bread that we took from the bread that 

waH cooked for the men there, do you think that piece of bread is fit for. the 
human stomach? 

A. Yes, sir; it is_; it is haked on the bottom; if it wasn't it would stick. I 
think that they ought to have better bread and they get it most of the time. 
The man that is cooking there didn't know anything about it when we put him 
at it. \Ve •have none others that know how to cook. 

Q. Have you tried to get a man from the walls? 
A. I believe they tell us to make our own cookH. They have trouble ,is 

much as we do about cooks. I have not applied for a better cook. I suppose 
the flies in the kitchen are many. I don't think we can better conditions there 
until we get another building. Those buildings on Camp Ko. 2 have been useJ 
there for fourteen or fifteen years. Yes, sir; if this committee can better 
conditions down there I think they ought to do it. Thev wash the convicts' 
clothes out in open boiler,s down there. When it rains \ve don't wash. We 
have three suits around for each man and generally manage to have dry clothes 
for the men if they get wet. I stated that the strap I used for whipping the 
men was not of the regulation size. I think it is better than the regulation 
strap. I saw a regulation strap at Harlem. It was about two feet long in a 
wooden handle. I was not furnished with a strap. I had it made according to 
my own notion. Yes, sir; I suppose a sergeant less humane than I am might 
have the right, according to my views, to have his strap made six feet long and 
two or three-ply. No, sir; I don't think he should be ·permitted to do it if he 
was a human brute. · 

Q. Don't you think for the whole system that it would be better for each 
man to confine himself to the regulations? 

A. In some respects I do and some I do not. If the rules were carried out 
strictly it would be harder on the. convicts. I don't believe in the bread and 
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water tri>atment. I know that is given when the man is in the dark cell, but 
then when he comps out he is not able to work. 

Examined by Senator ·weinert, he stated: 
Yes, sir; if it was my duty I would recommend some of these men for par· 

<ion. Some of them I have recommended already. Yes, sir; I think some of 
them should be paroled. I have hi>lped all of them _that have ever asked me 
about the parole) law. 

Q. Don't you think that you would have better men and that they would 
prrform their (lnty betti>r if they had a chance upon your recommendation to 
get a pardon? 

A. Yes, si:r; I think so. .L think it would be better if they knew they had to 
please me before getting a pardon. 

Examined by Judge Stamps, he stated: 
I read the statement of :Mr. Cohen made to the committee at Houston. And 

wish to state that I did everything I could for him and aided him in every 
way I could to get a pardon. I showed him every consideration that a man 
could a convict. I allowed him to talk over the telephone to his mother and 
~isten and let his brother come to see him and wrote a letter and helpe(l to 
get him a pardon. Xot a one of th~ statl•mcnts he made to the committee were 
irue. He had several fri~n<ls to write me. D. H. Kempner wrote me from 
Galveston and asked if I could help him and did and give him a statement 
as to his conduct under me. 

Q. Did you or not as a matter of mercy defer from whipping him for fight-
ing in the building? · 

A. I did, and did that all on his mother's account. He had two fights in 
the lmilding. And he didn't appreciate it vPry much; but on her account I di,l 
that. 

Examined by Senator .Hudspeth, he stated: 
We get our water supply here from a well 380 feet deep I think it is. \Ve 

pump the water out by windmill and engine. The well on Xo. 2 camp is 240 
feet deep, I believe. Col. Herring appointed me to this position. Col. Rice 
gave me 111~· Jirtit appointment. Sometime ago I heard one of my guards curs­
ing the mPn and I went to him and cautioned him about it and told him thut 
I wouldn't permit it and let him go on. The 111e11 go in a walk, they don't 
have to trot. The negroes come out in a huny and go and g<'t th,•ir mules. 
,ve have about 1000 or 1200 acres of land here that is not in t'llltivation, in­
eluding the lakes and everything. vVe use some of it for pastures and the re,t 
is waste laud. \Ye have about 500 acres of it broke up on the north side and 
we will put it i11 next year. vYe work the men in the rain in sugar rolling 
time. "'e furnish them slickers when we do. The same physician comes here 
that goes to the Harlem farm. Since he has been coming here I don't think he 
has ever been ovPr fifty minutes getting here when a man is hmt or sick and 
we 'phone for him. If I s•hould need a physician and he couldn't get here I 
would get anothPr man. ~fany timeR when we have a sick man he tells us over 
the 'phone what to do for him until he gets here. I have a family here. I get 
a salary of $2000 per year. .L own one horse. The State feeds ·him and would 
have to furnish me one one if I didn't have one. vVe have no hogs. Xo other 
stock of my own. There are two or three guards' horses here. I own· about 
fifteen milk cows. The State feeds them and gets the milk and butter. I 
would be glad to get them away from here. I furnish the men all the vegeta­
bles they need when we have them. We have not as many now as we gener­
ally have. The State owns fifteen cows and one bull here. Tl:.at is all th,• 
cows we have on the place. 

Examined by ,Judge Lee, he stated: 
[ have broken the skin on men in whipping them. It is not frequently done. 

Sometimes it will make a blister and that blister makes a sore. 
Q. Now a convict in the building- that is sick and the physician being off 

seven miles how do vou determine whether the man is sick or not? 
A. vVe have a co;:.vict there that worked at the Huntsville penitentiary for a 
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year in the ho.spital. I leave it up to him, and if he says he is sick I let the 
man stay in and if not put him to work. The steward is not a doctor. Yes, sir. 
I stated that Cohen had two fights in the building and I didn't punish him. I 
did that for the reason I didn't want to hurt his record in order to let him get 
a pardon. 

Q. Is not that. discrimination with convicts? 
.A. Yes, sir; in one respect, but we do that in this way; very often when a 

man does such as that we pass it up. \Ve never punish a man for fio·hting 
unless he does that and continues it so we have to do it to make him stop."' This 
building here i.s the guards' quarters. \Ve ·haw two buildings for the guards. 
The hospital steward keeps the record of the ~ick. He just puts down the con­
vict's name and the trouble with the day he stops work and the day he returns. 
I make m;v .report to t•he Superintendent from •that record. The camp steward 
looks after the cooking here. If he needs more help there he can get it. We 
only use one eook for the line with the other help he has. He ha.s vegetables, 
wood and everything put right to him. ,Everything being there, I believe •he can 
do it as well as if he had help there. Vegetables are gathered and brought to 
him and water is piped into the kitchen. 

Examined by Mr. Gilmore, he stated: 
I am authorized to whip a man when I have rm order from ·the inspector or 

Superintendent. I -don't suppose that I am :illowed to whip a man on any 
provocation. We whip a man for laziness, disobedience or fighting, and the 
order and application both have to state what he is being whipped for. 

Q. Would you consicler disobed-ience or laziness without having tried any 
other mode of punishment an aggravated c:tse? 

A. I think not. It is a fact that whipping is about the only mode of pun­
ishment we use. 11x. Morgan has charge of the hospital .and everything on the 
ground here under·me. I ~a.y what thme men shall eat. If a man comes to me 
and makes a complaint about the i:rrub I go and see to it that the.v have a 
plenty. Morgan has a key to the commissary. When we make the requisition we 
don't have to report what stock we have on hand. We make that report at the 
end of the month. At the end of the month we show what we had on hand 
and what received and what we hrrve issued. 

Q. How do you arrive at the amount of stuff you have at the end of the 
month? 

A. We weigh it. 
Q. • You clon't take the amount is~ne,l from what you had on hand and what 

vou received ? 
• A. No, sir; it would go short that way. We genernlly change our sheets anJ 
pillow cases once a week. Sometimes they go two weeks. It has been the rule 
to change every two weeks. Our hunks are double. I don't know whether or not 
the rules require us to have single or double mattresses. 

Q. -We are going to have some of the men before us; can we have your word 
for whatever they testify that they will not be discriminated against no matter 
-how it goes.? 

.A. You have. And I will not permit and guard to di~criminate against them. 
I will report to the inspectnr on my application that this man testified before 
the committee if I have to whip one of them. Before ·puni,i.hing a man with the 
strap I always give Mm an opportunity to be heard and give his view of why 
he did what he did. 

•Charley \Vicks, being sworn, ex,unined by Judge Lee, testified as follows: 

My name is Charley Wicks. I am 22 or 23 years old. I was convicted of 
burglary in Bell county and given four years. I came on 'this farm on the 28th 
day of December, 1906, a.nd have been here ever .since. They ·brought me from 
the jail to thi.s farm. I have been whipped once. ,Captain Veale whipped me 
and give me ten licks. ( Witness showed a few scars on his rump.) Those scars 
are from syphilis. He whip·ped me last September or October. He didn'·t break 
the skin that I know of. I have been plowing since I came here. I have cut 
cane some. That is pretty hard work on the st.art. I have ·been getting plenty 
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to eat ever since I been on the farm. The guards don't curse and abuse us at all. 
I. have no complaint to make to. the committee. Those scars were not caused 
from whipping, but syphilis. I am not afraid to make a truthful statement to 
this committee about my treatment here. 

Wesley Pierce, being sworn, examined by ,Judge Lee, testified as follows: 

I was 21 years old two years ago. T was convicted in Brazos county of horse 
theft a.nd given two years. Captain Veal whipped me once and good long while 
ago. I ·have some scars a.~ a result of that whipping. I don't know how many 
licks th<•y gave me; I was hurting too bad to count them. fle whipped me 
behind and not in front. There are four scars on me. (Witness eichibited to the 
committeP his body and on the upper right hip there is a scar some two inches 
long and two and a half inclws hroad, showing that the skin has heen hroken 
and in !waling owr made a rough, frregufar scar. And on either cheek of his 
rump are large sc,u·s, ~howing that the skin has heen hroken.) 'rhose· scars 
were made with the strnp. 'fh:it has been about two months ago that they 
whipped me. I didn't lay up after they whipped me; went right on to work. 
Yes, sir; the places ,bled a little. They whipped me for 'breaking ranks. I run 
a piece. He whipped me a.bout threp days after I run. I couldn't count the 
licks he gave me because I was hurting so bad I couldn't. I didn't holler much. 
He whipped me on ~o. 2 camp. Somet-imes the guards curse the men. It is 
mighty seldom; the captain don't allow them to curse. We get plenty to eat. 
They don't work us very hard. 

:Matt Watson, being sworn, t•xamined by ,Judge Lee, testified as follows: 

I am 22 or 23 yen.rs old. I was convicted of murder in Fort Bend county and 
given -twelve years. I have -been here six years. Never have been whipped. I stay 
at No. 2 camp. They make us work pretty hard. I am plowing now. W get 
plenty to eat. I 'have no complaint to make to the committee; I am getting 
along all right a.nd try to do all right. The guards are all right; they don't 
curse and abuse us. They allow us to gamble. I 11ever do, but the other 
negroes do .. I don't know whether the captain knows i•t or not. 

James Quirt, being sworn, examined by Senator Weinert, testified as follow.s: 

I will ,he 15 years old the 1st of this coming /January. I don't know now 
come them to send me here, just being 14 years old. I was sent from Center, 
Texas, for theft arld burglary. · 

Examined by Judge Lee, he stated: 
I come here the 21st of last ,September, was a year ago. I have been whipped 

once. ,Captain Veal whipped me, but T ca.n't say how many licks he gave me. 
It hurt so bad I couldn't count them. It made one or two scars on me. (The 
witness exhibited his body to committee and one acar seMns to have healed over 

·a deep wound and is cured up in ridges from an inch to two inches long sur­
rounded by lighter scars, all 8howing the original wound to have covered a 
space on the lower part of the rump and the thigh about six by ten inches. Also 
a scar on the cheek of left rump about two inches square, one not so serious 
as •the one described before.) 

Examined by Senator Weinert, he stated: 
Q. When you were sick in bed did they have the doctor wait on you? 
A. No, sir. They di-dn't call for the doctor at all. 
Q. ,What were you punished for? 
A. They thought I was trying- to cut out of the building. I didn't have a 

sa:w Uiat was made out of a knife, but some of the other 11egroes did have. One 
of the others was whipped. (Being requested by the committee, ·w. O. Stamps 
makes a personal examination of the witness and gives it as his opinion that 
the boy is about 5 feet and 2 inches tall, weighs about 100 pounds and is not 
over 16 years old.) 
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:\[att Watson, being reca1Jed, stated: 

That he saw ,Jim Quirt whipped by Captain Veal, and that he whipped him 
for trying to cut out of the building. 

Examined by St>nator Hud~peth, he stated: 
I saw him whipped for ~hat. I saw him in the field the next day. That 

was along the first of this year. We we1·e chopping out corn. I am eertain he 
was in the fi!,]r! the next day and worked. I didn't hear him complain about 
being sick or son•. No, sir; I am not telling this because I am afraid the 
g-unnls will punish me. 

Q. Why did you sa.y voluntarily why they whipped him? 
A. He a2krd me who whipped him. 
Q. He didn't ask you why_: wasn't it becau-e you wanted to help out Captain 

Veal? 
~\. I want to tell the truth. 
Q. You don't want to get Captain Veal in trouble, do you? Just answer 

yes or no. 
A. No, sir. 

\Vesley Pierce, being recalled, stated: 

I saw Captain Veal whip James Quirt sometime ago. It was this year. Quirt 
stayed i11 the building the next <lay and -didn't go to work the next day on 
aecount of id~ wounds. Another bo~· by the name of Britt greased his wounds 
at night. I saw 90me blood at the time of the whipping. They said they 
whipped him for trying to cut out of the building :mcl the mark was on the 
building. I. saw him trying to cut out. T tol,! the captain. He told me to 
watch the boys and tell him if anybody W>lH tryinl-( to break out. I am not a 
trusty. l ,i'111 in the plo11· gang. I was half trusty at that ·time. I told the 
buil<ling tenders that this ho~, was t.rying to cut out. 

Hen Jackson, being sworn, examined by Senaor Wei1wrt, testified a.s follows: 

I have been punished three times. I don't know -how many licks I was 
struck. I was whipped once last year; in April, I think it was, and in June 
this year. The first time they '\vnipped me was like this. I was 'Working in a 
squad and one of the men thn.t was working with me struck me over the head 
with a ,talk of cane, and I tole! him to leave me alone and told the boss about 
it, and he ,tmck me again and I starfrcl to tell the ca.pta'in about it, and they 
told him I wa.s bhe fault of it and ·he whipped me that night. Captain Bradshaw 
was his name. I don't know how many licks he gave me. He whipped me thwt 
night and the next morning both. I r!on't know why he whipped me the next 
morning unless that was the punishment he wanted to give me. He brought the 
blood a li-ttle bit. Captain Veal ·1V'hippecl me the third _time in June. He 
brought lie hlood and I had a scab on me for sometime. The plac? is healed up, 
but I g-nPsR it shows-. 

Q. What ,Ji.cl they whip you for the last time! 
A. One of the convi('ts said I answered th,, boss "·ha1·,'· and I didn't say 

"hay;" I sairl "sir," but I had to be punis-hecl for it. I was on ·my bunk when 
Quirt was whippe,l. I don't know whet-her they strnck- him more than sixty 
licks or not, and I am af.rairl to ~n.y. He went to work the next day. He didn't 
stay in the building on account of the beating. They broke the skin on him. 
I saw the wonnd, on his right hip and side. My home is in Louisiana. I was 
sent up from Beaumont -for burglary of a store. ( Witness ,,xhibits a scar about 
three-fourths of an inch wide and abo1Jt an inch long.) 

Examined hy Senator Hudspeth, he stated: 
Q. You ~,iid that Quirt worked the n£-xt clay, do you know that to be a 

fact? 
A. 
Q. 
A. 

Ye11, sir; ,Jie went to work. 
Diel you see a negro boy by the name· of Britt grease his woundR? 
T ,lon't know, but every night when someone has been whipped someone 
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g1 eases their sores. I know somebody greased him, but I don't know whieh 
111•gro it was. 

Charley Stevenson, being sworn, examined by Senator Weinert, testified as 
follows: 

I am 16 years old. I have been here a month and two days. I was con­
victed in Fort ·worth for burglary and given two years. I was sent to this 
farm from there. I have never been punished. They fee,! us plenty. I can do 
the work they require done. I have no complaint to make. 

Q. Did convicts or anyone else tell you that you would get into trouble for 
testifying before this committee? 

A. Ko, sir. I mean I was sent up for forgery. I forged a $15 check. I can 
read and write. I have gone to school. 

Q. Schooling didn't do you much good, did it? 
A. No, sir. 

" Capt. J. H. Veal, being sworn, examined by Senator ·weinert, testified as fol: 
lows: 

I am assistant sergeant here. This pl_ace is k"Ilown as Imperial State farm. 
I have 74 men. I look after the feeding and clothing and everything on my 
camp. I have men to do that, but I look after it myself and see that it is 
done. If the·re has been any complaint about food it has not been made to me. 
and I don't believe there has, because I am in the dining room a.t least three 
times a week when my nwn are eating. I see that the grub is well cooked and 
till• best variety we have under the circumstances, and plenty of it. We have 
µJenty of underclothes, always have a change. The last men I whipped was a 
1,ouple or three months ago. Ben ,Jackson I believe was the last. I whipped a 
boy by the name of Quirt. I take Quirt to be 22 or 23 years old. He is _an 
ex-convict. T>his is his second time. He didn't come out when you called for 
ex-convicts. I suppose those scars on his back and hip are from the whipping 
I gave him. I whipped him and punished him severely, and I will tell you 
why. The negro came verr near cutting out on me, and he had given me much 
trouble before, and I put it off as long us I could, and when I went in to_ pupish 
this ne~ro and the other this negro made tight at me and they said they 
wouldn't stand for a whipping. One had a knife and the other had nothing, 
and when I went to execute the order that I had I was of course excited to a cer­
tain extent becaust: uhey refused to take the punishment that I was to give 
them, and it might be possible that I hit a little more than I ought to have. 
I didn't execute the order that I had for the negro because he was a little negro 

. and I let him off. I gave him 27 licks; I ha<l, orders for 39. I am satisfied 
my guards do not abuse the convicts. I wouldn't allow it. I have not whipped 
any men since these last two. I have no strap of my own; when I have occa­
sion to use one 1 borrow Capt. Pryor's aml then 1·eturn it to him. I have never 
bought a Htrap because I don't need it often. I have had very little sickness 
among the convicts or my family either. :VIy family shows it is not sickly 
down there. I have ·had charge of that camp nearly two years. I have had 
quite a number of escapes, but have :recaptured every one of them. I have dogs, 
and some !l're captured hy officers. "\Ve never allow the doges to bite them after 
we catch them. These escapes are principally caused by negligence on the part 
of the guards. They can perform the work easily and there is no danger in 
eausing them to become cripples for life. \Ve ·have men here that have served ,. 
two a.nd three terms, and they say it is like a heaven now to what it used to 
be. :My negroes are not crowded in their work. They just go and. do what 
they can do and that is all. In the hot summer time I give them three and 
a third hours lots of time for noon. I have some of my men plowing now, 
some picking cotton and some clearing land. I have no cane. 

Examined by Judge Stamps, he stated, 
I have worked free labor on the forms here. \Ve do not make the convicts 

,lo any more than the free negroeH do. I don't think we cart get as much 
work out of convicts as good free labor, but the average free labor you can 
lll'u t with convicts. I don't believe it is possible to raise sugar cane in thia 
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bottom with free labor; I don't believe you could get the proper amount of labor­
at the proper time. I don't think it would be profitable to use free labor and 
raise cane. Some of them have tried it and some have failed. I require my 
men to bathe and keep clean. They have nightgowns to sleep in. I got them 
last winter. The gowns are just long shirts. \,Ye work an average of about 
250 men here. )1y sick are sent to Camp Xo. 1. Our physician calls when we 
need him at any time. I think it would be advisable for a physician to live 
on this place or the Harlem farm. The physician comes right now when we 
call him and makes his visits regular. There is a certain class of negroes that 
it would be all right to try to educate and reform them, but there is another 
class that want to shoot craps and gamble, and it even makes them mad to 
make them put up their dice and listen to a preacher. I have one man that I 
t·hink ought to be pardoned. I have two men under me that are as good con­
victs as I ever saw. I think the men that are in for burglary are the worse 
class of men we have to handle. As a Tule they are not in for over four or 
five years and are harder to handle. As a general rule, the long-time men are 
old settled men. · Most of the men here are young men. This Qnirt boy is 22 
years old at least. He was in for burglary the last time und is in for forgery 
now. 

Examined by Col. )loller, he stated: 
I assign each man a bunk in the building and he goes to it when bedtime 

comes. Those that sleep next to the closet do not complain to me about it. I 
have a board over it. The cause of that odor is that I didn't work the negroes 
Sunday; they were in the building from Saturday night until thi,s morning. J 
think the stench was more than usual this morning on account of that. 

Examined by Judge Stamps, he stated: 
I think it would be advisable for the State to employ guards that are married 

men and furnish them houses to live in on the place. They would have their 
family and they couldn't move so often, and if a man has a family and is lo­
cated he will naturally do his duty better. I think a lady on the camp is worth 
a good deal. One instance of tnat is, I have a bunch of guards that have been 
very rough men, that is ,vicked, and since I have brought my family here you 
never .hear an oath on the camp, and when one gets sick my wife goes into t:he 
guards' quarters and waits on him, and when a negro is sick she does the same 
for him. 

Examined by Judge Lee, he stated: 
I emphy nine guard:s. I didn't take the oath when I was appointed ser­

geant because it was not exacted of me. I didn't require the guards to take 
the oath of office. I didn't know t·hat the rules required it. I have never been 
furnished with the ·rules and never gave them to the guards. I have rules of 
my own. I don't know whether I am observing the rules in the book1 but I 
use rules that are customary in the handling of convicts in this day. I am 
doing what I think is right. If the law lays down certain rules for the ser­
geant and guards to go by them, don't know whether they are following them 
or not. If they were furnished me I would furnish them to the guards. 

\V. M. Thomas, being ,;worn, examined by Judge Lee, testified as follows: 

I have been in the service here a little over a year. .And I was about eight 
months on the Texas & Brazos Yallev road. I didn't come directly rrom there 
here. I was out about a year. vVhe~ I re-entered the service I w~s not sworn 
in. I never was sworn in. I don't know how that happened. I thought I 
had to be sworn in from the rules they gave me to read. I wasn't in the 
service when I read the rules. I want to comply with the rules, and if they 
require that I be sworn in I want to be. I have cha·rge of a squad on the 
farm. I have twelve in my squad. Sometimes they give me a little trouble 
about doing the work right. Sometimes a fellow gets · worried with them. 
They get contrary when he calls them back all the time making them do the 
work right. A fellow gets mad at them sometime9. vVhen I get mad I never 
curse them. I have cursed around them. No, sir; not at any particular on<'. 
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I have referred to them as a lot of d- convicts. I have called them a set of 
thieves. Sometimes that makes them work better. We want to get all the 
work out of them we can. 

Q. You don't press them and push them in their work? 
_A,. We just hurry them up to make them work. I don't expect to get all 

the work they can do out of them. I don't know what the rules say about 
talking to thPm that war, I never read them. Yes, sir; I think a fellow ougl1t to 
go by the rnlcs. I don't know whether there is any rule laid down for the con­
ducting of convicts or not. I don't know whether the convicts were ever fur­
nished with the rules or not. I tell them as much as I know. I know what 
the sergeant tells me. I never struck a man -in my life. The sergeant won't 
allow us to run them on the turn ·row. He won't let them run if they want 
to ,if he sees it. Sometimes they want to run to get to be the first squad in 
ahead. I suppose the State convicts one of her citizens and sends him to the 
penitentiary to punish him. The punishment is the work they have to do. 

Q. The more work they have to do the greater the punishment? 
.A. No, sir; they are not getting much work here now. They don't work 

hard here. I get $30 per month and my board here. 

Examined by Senator Weinert, he stated: 
I guarded convicts on the railroad. They didn't work as long hours there 

as here. They only worked ten hours t•here. I don't know how many they 
work here. We go out here after daylight and work until sundown. In the 
summer time we have about th·ree hours for idnner. In the fall we knock off 
about 11: 30 for dinner and go out at 1. They wake the guards up a little 
before 5 o'clock. We have breakfast at 5. We eat a little before the convicts 
eat. I am up the biggest part of the time before the convicts are ever woke up. 

He:0:ry Thomas, being sworn, examined by Mr. Gilmore, testified as follows: 

I came to this camp the 10th day of .April, 1906. I have been whipped once 
since I came here and that was last Sunday night was a week ago. They 
whipped me for ·running off. It left some scars. (Witness exhibited several 
freshly healed scars on his left rump and -hip which he states were caused by 
the whipping received.) 

Examined by Senator Weinert, he stated: 
Q. Why did you run off? 
A. I had been getting along pretty well and had not had any punishment 

before, and after I had been here three years and eleven months they turned 
me out a trusty and put me under Boss Hopkins, the dog sergeant, and put me 
to looking after the dogs, and he was awful rough and cursed and abused me 
all the time, and he told me he was going to have me punished, and he said . 
if the sergeant didn't punish me he was going to carry me out on the dog run 
and let the dogs kill me, and I had only three months left then and now I have 
all the time to put up. I had been here four years and 'twenty-two days and 
had never been punished. \Vhen he threatened to whip me or kill me I run 
away. 

:Examined by :Mr. Gilmore, he stated: 
In 1907 and 1008, too, I saw Capt. Pryor ride in the field and hit the men 

with his quirt. I have nevn seen him ride up in the field anp jab his spurs into 
them. I have seen guards ride up and hit men over the head with cane and 
cornstalks. fl 

,John Price, being sworn, examined by Mr. Gilmore, testified as follows: 

I have been on this camp something over a year, I don't know exactly. I 
was whipped once this summer here. Capt. Pryor whipped me and left a few 
scars on me. ("Witness eirhibited a very rough, mgged-looking scar on the 
upper part of the left hip and also a smaller scar below it, and on the right 
cheek of the rump. .Also a small scar about the size of a dime immediately 
over the Tight kidney.) I am in for assault with intent to murder and got. 
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fifteen years. I didn't try to kill anybody. I have never seen Captain Pryor 
or the guards ride up and hit men over the head in the field, 

Oscar Bennett, being sworn, examined by Senator Weinert, testified as fol­
lows: 

- I have been in the penitentiary about a year and a month and been here all 
the time. Capt. Pryo·r punished me once about two and a half months ago. 
I have a few scars. (Vi7itness exhibited to the committee several scars across 
his loins, back and at the back of the Bpinal column.) I was never punished 
before that. I was never beaten by the guards in the field, just cursed by them. 
T•hey whipped me for running off. The picket boss didn't treat me right down 
at tlw otlwr placP and cursed me and drnwed his shotgun on me. · 

Ben \Vilkerson, bPing sworn, examined by Senator \Veinert, testified as fol'. 
lows: 

I don't know my exact age. I have been in over eleven years and on this 
farm near two years. I was punished last time last winter. Capt. Pryor pun­
ished me then. I have some scars on my body. I was punished once before 
under Capt. Swazer. Some of the scars were from the first punishment and 
some from the last. They punis·hed me in the field the last time. I was kind 
of a half trusty they call it and I don't know what it come up about. but I 
comp back to \\'here the boss was and the capta,in asked him where the other 
negro was he ·had bePn telling him about and the boss said here he was, and 
the captain says I am here for you this morning, and he said I knew I was 
going to get you, and I didn't say nothing, but took what was coming and he 
gave it to me in the field. He had his strap with him. I never seen Capt. 
Pryor ride up and hit the men with his quirt. I seen Capt. Pryor strike a 
Mexican here la~t year and he said he knew he was doing wrong. 

Raphael Yfartinez, \wing sworn, examined by Senator \Veinert, testified as 
follows: 

I have been here four months. I was whipped last Sunday was a week ago 
by Capt. Ranker. I was digging a ditch and didn't understand how he wanted 
it done and he whipped me for talking back to him. I didn't talk back to him. 
( \VitnP~s exhibits his body and on the right thigh there· is n sore as large as a 

person'3 hand which is very angry looking and has scabs all over it. Witness 
states that he had no sores on his body when he was whipped and that this rnre 
is from the whipping inflicted.) 

J3ob Sprig, being sworn, examined by Judge Lee, testified as follows: 

T am 25 years old. I was accused of killing a man and given fifteen years 
in Victoria county. I have been in the penitentiary three years. Don't know 
exactly how long I have been here. I was whipped three or four times before 
I come here. I have some scnrs on my body from the other whippings. I was 
whipped two or three days ago. I have no scars from the last whipping. They 
whipped me the last time because one of the fellows accused me of spitting on 
the bunk. I didn't do it, but I got the whipping for it. I have a sore on my 
foot now that I hurt myself. ( \Vitness expo~es J1is person and on his rump 
and legs are numerous scars.) Capt. Banker whipped me last. 

Examined by Col. :Molle'!', he stated: 
I have seen Capt .. Pryor whip men in the field where they were working. He 

used the strap. I suppose it was b~cause they were doing something he didn't 
like. \Ve all don't wo·rk in the same squad. He tells some of us to hold 
them. I didn't see any blood come from that. I never heard Banker curse a 
man in the field. l don't know my boss' mtmP. He don't strike the men, but 
he curses them. He tells them to go to work, G- d- you; and don't be fool­
ing around. 
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I 
E. S. Banker, being sworn, examined by Senator Weinert, testified, as fol-

lows: 

I hold the position of assistant sergeant here. Have held same for two 
months. I was employed by the State beforl'. When I took this position I 
was not swo'rn in. I was not furnished with the rules and regulations when I 
came her!'. I have read the rules several years ago, but don't remember much 
about them. I know you can't fight them. .All you can do is go and tell them 
what you want done. I never punish without permission. .And 39 is the limit 
of licks. I don't know the rl'gulation size of t·he strap. \Ve don't try to pun­
ish them in any other way except the strap. The guards are not allowed to 
strike them. I never have broke the skin in whipping a man. I never try to 
break the skin. I don't know what the rules say pertaining to the sick and 
whether or not to let them sleep with the others. I know the sergeant is not 
pnmitted to curse them or club them around. I get a little rough sometimes. 
\\Then I lose my temper I ran not help showing it sometimes. Yes, sir; I 
curse them sometimes. If they curse me I could get an order and whip them. 
No, sir; they can not punish me when I curse them. I never whipped a man 
without an ordl'r. I punished two convicts last Sunday night. I believe it 
was two negroes and two Mexicans. Yes, sir; I punished this Mexican Mar­
tinez last Sunday night. I punished him for laziness; he wouldn't work at all and 
cursed me about thrre weeks ago in the ditch. He left a bump on the ditch and I 
told him to cut it off, and he cursed me. He didn't in English, but a ~fexican told 
me what he was saying. He said that this Martinez said I was a G- d- fool and 
was going to f- my mamma. \Vhen we got out of sight of him I asked this Mex­
ican trusty what he said. W•hen I whipped him I made him take down his 
pants. I didn't see any sores on him and don't think he had any. He had a 
sca'r on his hip. That is, the negro did. His name was Harvey Thomas. I 
whipped him for running off. I whipped another negro that we call Dude for 
not working. He has not worked since he has been on the farm. 

CUNNINGHAM CAMP NO. 5. · 

Visited by subcommittee composed of Senator Weinert, Senator Paulus and 
Representative Gilmore. · 

Description of main prison building on Cunningham -camp Ko. 5: 
Main prison building is 90 feet long by 28 wide, and sits north and south. On 

the east side there nre five windows about 2 by 8 feet. Windows are screened. 
Ceiling is ~ixteen feet high. Building accommodates 125 men. Bunks are two 
high.. All mattresses arc single. Two closets -in the north end of the 'building. 
Closets have no water connection. One stove in the building. \Vash trough in 
building about 8 feet Jong 12 inches wide and 6 inches deep. Hospital situated on 
the ea.st of picket and southeast. of main building. Two windows in north and 
~outh and one fa the west. Room is 24 bv 18 feet in .size. One window and one 
door next to picket. Dining room is 12 l)y !JO feet and has five window.s about 
2 by 8 in the west side and one in the north. .All windows have shutters on 
them and are screened. The west side of dining room is walled up and can be 
dosed. The wall between dining .rnom and prison is lattice ,vork. No screens 
hetween dining room and prison. Kitchen is situated south of main prison, 
about fifteen feet from it. It is ~creened and toleni,ble clean. One window in 
the north and one in the west and one door in west and door into guards'. dining 
room on the south. Alw door in the west into small room used as pantry. 

Captain J. E. Barnes, being sworn, examined by Senator Weinert, testified as 
follow.s: · 

I am sergeant ·here. This camp goes by the name of E. H. C. No. 5. This is a 
contract farm. I have seventy-nine men here now. Three men on the sick list 
now. They are in the buildir{g. The d!)Ctor come8 once a week. He resides at 
Richmond. That is nine mi\es from here. ·Judge Barbee inspects this camp 
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once a month. I have had charge here since the 24th of August. I have not 
had a man to die since I have been here. I don't consider this location very 
heal,thy, but we don't have much sickness. The doctor was here Monday week 
last. The doetor expressed me some medicine here for the man with the bad 
eyes since he left here. ·we didn't have the 'medicine .he wanted for him. I have 
no steward here; th11 night guards attend to such as that. The State furnishes 
the food and it is pretty good. A convict cooks it and he ·is a pretty good cook. 
He is not the best in the world, but he does about as good as any of the rest. 
I have tried several that said thev could cook and this is the best I found. Cloth­
ing is pretty good_: we get plenty ·of it. I ordered those new quilts and things since 
I came here and wasn't long- getting them. The State furnished them. They 
had single mattresses when I come here, hut I ordered some more and have the 
old ones here yet. They send us single mattresses and we fill them with hay 
ourselves. I have a copy of the rules here. I was not sworn in when I took 
charge here. I have been sworn in, though. I have not been sworn in since I 
was sergeant. I was sworn in as a guard. That was in Colonel Rice's adminis­
tration, a long time ago. I was not sworn in here. I, have a copy of the rules 
at my house. I give them to the guards and let them read them when they 
want fo. The guards were not sworn in. I have nine guards. I employ the 
guards. When I employ them I don't inquire whether they have been sworn 
in or not. I see that they have a recommendation from the last man they 
worked for. I have not discharged any guards since I have been sergeant. My 
guards treat the convicts all right as far as I know. I have never heard any 
complaint from the convicts. They -don't curse them that I know of. If they 
do the negroes never say nothing about it. They have not beat the men in the 
field since I came here; beforf: that one man did. That guard was discharged. 
We work the men all the time we can get in and out with them. We wait 
until dayHght to go out and get in by dark. We go about three miles to work 
now. We walk them over there and sometimes carry them in wagons. It is not 
ha.rd on them to walk there nnd back; they take their time. :N'o, sir; the men 
don't walk fast. We take dinner to them. We give them about an hour for 
dinner from time we quit until we go back. I have had no complaint that they 
are overworked during sugar rolling time. The State employed me here and 
not the contractors. The contractorR have never ins-isted that I work the men 
harder. I only receive orders from them where to work. No erders as to the 
quantity of the work. I have known this building to have been here since 1894, 
but don't know how much longer. The inspector said that it ought to be con­
demned and make them ·build new buildings. My picket · guard ·has been here 
quite awhile. At night when the men come in if it is wet weather they are wet 
and dirty. They all go in and pull off their clothes and put on their nightgowns. 
Yes, sir; they are compelled to sleep in nightgowns. Bathing facilities are not 
good here. They bathe in tubs and pots in the yard. We require them to. bathe 
once a week. During the summer that is all right. I have not been here in the 
winter time. They have hot water every time if they want it. They a.JI .bathe 
in the same water. None of them have syphilis that is breaking out on them. 
It is not prop('r to make them all -bathe in the same water, but it is the custom. 
Yes, sir; I could change the wn:ter as often as necessary. I never made no com­
plaint to the owners about it_: I told Mr. Smith we had a bad place to bathe 
and he said ·he could fix a. bathhouse. I never called the inspeletor's attention 
to it. I don'•t give them towels to dry on •when they bathe; they use their old 
clothes and underclothes. They bathe there winter and ,summer and it is cold 
there in the winter. We have no sewerage system here. We use tubs. They 
have a tub to wnsh in -in the building. ·The doctor that had charge of this camp 
and two more has recently moved away. He lived at .Sugarland. We give the 
sick every attention we can, and the best grub we have and the medicine the 
doctor gives us for them. There ha..~ been complaint made before I came here 
that they didn't get the medicine the doctor said give them, but I have not 
heard of it since I came. I have not sent any away from here to the hospital. 
I sent one off because he was not physically able to do the work. We have 11, 

hosp·ital here, but don't use it; it has been condemned. I know that the rules 
~ay thn-t sick men must be kept in different buildings from the others. I have 
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made no request to do that. I don't know how Jong since that building was con­
demned. 

Examined by M:r. Gilmore, he stated: 
All the time· that Dr. Morris was here he kept a hospital record. Dr. O'Farrell 

may keep a record himself, but he don't write it on our book. All we have is 
a report that we keep until the end of the month and send it in. We have 
a small supply of medicine on hand. When a man says he is sick I use my 
judgment whether or not he is. I am not a physician, but I take his tempera- · 
ture. If he has fever we stop him, and if not we do not. Sometimes they don't 
l1ave fever, and when the,v ·have eompla:ints I don't know anything about I use 
my judgment. 

Examined b,v Senator Weinert, he stated: 
I have been here two months and punished six men. I strip them. The 

strap hanging in the room is the one I use. I don't think it is exactly the regula­
tion strap. It is the one I have had ever since I have heen sergeant. This is 
the third camp I have been on and have had this strap with me all the time. In 
whipping the men here I believe I broke the skin on one of them. One of them 
had som·e sores on him, a kind of itch, and when I hit him they would bleed. 
I don't punish until I have orders. From my experience it is hard to tell 
whether you could reform them by kind treatment or not. So many of them 
come back in a short time after they get out. I don't make any difference in 
the burglars and the murderers. I take a man for, trusty that his time is short 
enough that I can risk him. We have deep well water. 

Examined by Mr. Gilmore, he stated: 

Whipping is the only mode of punishment. Whipping is permitted by the 
rules after milder me.ans have been used. I know the law of the State says 
whipp'ing- can only be used in ag-gravated cases. I know that the law says an 
official disobeying- the rules shall be held responsible. 

Q. Don't- you think you are disobeying the rules in using the strap you have 
there? 

A. It has always been customary. Whipping is all the mode of punishment 
we use here. Plantation owners own the live stock here. They furnish all the 
stock and feed for thi>m. The Stiite furnished the men to feed them, but they 
pay for them. I have charge of the commissary, and am under bond for it. The 
only oath I have ever taken is in making the bond. I am under bond to the 
State for the property belonging to this camp. Every month I report to the 
Financial Agent the stuff I have on hand. We find out what we have on hand 
by deducting what we used during the month from what we had on hand and 
received. If we had on hand 2600 pounds of bacon and the books showed we 
used 2000, we weigh the balance and see if we have 600 left. vVe count the 
meal and flour. I have cursed the men sometimes, but don't abuse them. I 
don't call them anything out of the way much. I would discharge a guard for 
cursing them. We keep the commissary locked up, and it would not be possible 
for things to leak out. 

G. G. Blades, being sworn, examined by Senator Weinert, testified as follows: 

I am picket man on the first watch here. I have been here 19 months. I 
worked in the field one month. I had been in the State's service about four 
months before coming here. In my estimation, the men are in as good physical 
condition as I ever saw them. We have had a right smart of sickness here, and 
one death, I believe. He was a Mexican, and died with congestion of the lungs, 
Dr. MorriR Raid. Dr. Morris has had charge of this camp, but went away the 
first of October. There is a complete sick record kept by Dr. Morris from the 
time he took charge until he left. Dr. O'Farrell has charge of this camp now. 
There is no record kept now by him. I don't think this camp has missed being 
inspected a single month since I have been here, by Judge Barbee, and sometimes 
he came twice a month. We have a hospital here, but it is not used except in 
serious cases such as pneumonia or slow fever. \lVhen I came here the building 
was screened, but it was all torn and worn out and the manager told me that 
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,Tudge Barbee got after him about having the building screened and also the 
hospital, and the hospital wasn't arranged so we could put a stove in there, and 
the manager come and looked into those thingA, and had them fixed. T don't 
know whether the hospital and building here .has been condemnr.d or not. We 
have nearly all new bedding now. \Ve have one old quilt around and two new 
ones. I only had one complaint about the food, and that was three months ago. 
for supper, and one of the men said he didn't ha1'c enough meat for supper, and i 
told the cook to give him !flOre meat, and he said he only had what was issued for­
breakfast left, and I told him to give it to them and I would get more; so I 
got one of the guardR to hold for lllP, and I went to the commissary and got 
more meat for him. One day at dinner the beans wasn't cooked done, and they 
said something about that. They don't complain to me about being overworked. 
I think the clothes are in good condition. They are supposed to tileep in gowns, 
but some of them won't do it, and I have no way of ma.king them. The only 
thing that I know of wrong here is the using of vulgar language in the building 
by the prisoners. I don't know of any abuse on the part of the guards and 
sergeant. They all gamble. I don't know of tl1e guards playing cards with them 
or staking the men ins,ide. I was never sworn in. I have seen _the rules, and 
know they require every man connected with this husine,s to be sworn in. It 
was not required of me or any of the guards, as far as I know. 

Examined by Mr. Gilmore, he stated: 
Since Dr. O'Farrell has been coming here WP have had only one man in the 

building; that man with the affected eyes. He comes here on Sunday or Monday. 
I think the doctor came here two Sundays, and Sunday evening while I was 
asleep since the first of October. I think he has been ,here four or five times. 
He has never said anything about keepini.( a hospital record that I know of. Tt is 
my duty to say what the men shall have to pat. I don't consult the sergeant 
about that, but he superintends that generally. -He don't look after it every clay, 
but sees what the men have to eat. When we make requisition for supplies, we 
make a report of what we have on hand. ,ve get that by deducting wl1at we· 
have used every day from the amount on hand nt last report nnd what we have 
received. \Ve don't weigh and count l'ach article. That has always heen done 
since I have been here. We always make an allowance for the shrinkage of the 
bacon. We allow from 75 to 100 pounds per month as bacon shrinkage. I am 
married. I never have fed my family anything out of the State's commissary. 
It would be impossible for any of the supplies to leak out unless the lock was. 
picked, for I keep tlw key. I attend to the making of th£> report at tlw PIHi of 
the month myself. 

Examined by Senator \Veinert, he stated: 
Tlw amount of stuff we have on hand is put on our report at the end of the 

month, and not on the requisition. The requisition is made about the -!th of 
the month. Ko, sir; I don't weigh everything and count it to see if we actually 
have on hand what the report shows. l have nevl'r been instructed to weigh up 
everything, but just presumed it was there. ( The committee inspPcted the camp 
hospital record kept by Dr. l\forris, and find the same properly kept, and desire 
to complimrnt the doctor for his accurate work.) 

Winfield Scott, being sworn, examined by Senator Weinert, testified as follows: 

I have bf.en in the pen three years, and on this form llll the time. l will he 
38 years old in March. They whipped me last about a month ago. Captain 
Barnes whipped me; we were pulling weecls, and I left somp of thPm in thr corn. 
Captain Grace whippPd me once before. Hl• whipped me lwcaus,, T couldn't krep 
up. I have some scars from that whipping. Tlwy didn't break the Akin on me 
the last time. This is the first time I was ever in the pen. I am in for hnrg­
lary. I was raised in KasJtv.ille, Tennessee. TJ,ey feed us better now than they 
have been. They cho.nged since Captain Barnes has been here. We (lon't have 
to go hungry no time. Barnes has it cooked better, .,o we can eat it. I have 
no complaint to mnke of my treatment; I get along al] right. I can cut the 
cane. I never get sick; just a little bilious sometimes. I 'have bad shoes, but 
the captain sitid I could get more. I don't get. them hecause my feet are sore 
and tender. 
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Q. How many times have you be .. n rode <lown by the guards? 
A. I ne,•er had a lick from a guard since I been in the pen. I play cards. 

We have music in the building at night, singing and dancing. We spend Sunday 
playing cards and reading. The guards don't curse us now. They quit since 
Captain Bnrnee come. Before that they did mighty bad. I don't know why 
the other sergeant left, but I can tell you what I think about it: The last time 
Colonel Herring came we told him how we were getting treated, an<l the ser­
geant was gone to Bot Springs nnd left the dog boss in his place, and the 
next thing we knew Captain Barne, was there. I never told the inspector how 
we were treated. I just never ,lid tell him. I don't never get sick, just get 
bilious and they gin me a little medicine and I am all right in a couple of 
<lays. 

Oscar Bouldin, b~i11g sworn, examined by Senator ,veinert, testified as follows: 

I can read a little bit. I ,1m 30 years old. I have been in the pen seven years. 
"Vorked 011 this farm five years. ;\'Jy health is· good. I have no scars from whip­
ping. Have been whipped twice. Once six years ago and once this year. Cap­
tain Rebus whipped me this year. He was a pretty fair man. He <lid11't whip 
me but eight licks. He whipped me for fighting another negro. I am a h•ader 
of old Xo. 1 squad, and it is driving the wagons now. I have been sick, and had 
a doctor to wait on me several. times since I been here. We get better grub now 
than we did years ago. It was not as good several years ago as it is now. The 
sergeant before this one got sick an<l went to Hot Springs, and we got a new 
sergeant. I havr no complaint to make. My time is up the last of next year. 
This is my first term. "Ve have a good set of guards; they don't curse us. I 
h,we worked under guards that cursed us. I have been getting along all right. 

A llcn Glover, heing- sworn, examined by Senator Weinert, testified as follows: 

I was convicted this month two years ago. I have been on this farm all th1> 
time. Have never been whipped. No, sir; not a single time. I always .had 

. enough to eat. I work in the cane now. I stayed in the hospital when I cut my 
leg last fall. T got fifteen years for killing a nC'gro. All I have to say is that I 
have a long time, and I am doing the best I can to make it, and I be­
long to the State and J am going to sby here and put up my time. I can't read. 
The major inspects this camp once a month. There was a man whipped about 
two months ago. The guards have be<'n cursing and abusing us. I haven't heard 
them curse any of the boys lately. They quit it since this capta.in came here. 
Under the other captain they callf'd us everythiDg. I didn't see them strike them 
or punish them. I have seen them w,hip a man or two. I didn't count the licks. 
l tried to keep strnight and keep it off of me. It hurts pretty bad, I guess. [ 
have not been whipped a single time. 

(The committee Pxnmined several other witnesses from this camp, their t<>sti­
mony being along the lines of these whose testimony was taken by the stenog­
rapher.) 

E. H. CUNNINGHAM NO. 2 CAMP. 

Description of prison building on E. H. Cunningham :N"o. ·2 Camp: 
Main prison building is 68 feet long uy 20 wide. Windows are 22 inches by 

i½ f~t. Seven windows in the north and nine windows in the south of build­
ing. ·walls are eight feet with sloping ceiling. Windows are not screened. 
but have shutters. One ordinary wood stool claset without water connection. 
Barrel of water sitting in the prison for men to wash hands and fnce in. There 
are eleven single bunks and thirty-three double hunks. Two heating stoves in 
the building. Bunks are built three high. Building is very 'old and dilapi­
ditted. ·wall between the prison and dining room is solid with small windows 
in it. Windows are screened. Building and bunks have all .i11-st been white­
washed. Dining 'room is 68 feet long by 12 .wide. Sout-h wall of dining room 
is lattice work made of four-inch strips with four-inch space left between. 
Dicing room is not screened. Dining room is south of main prison. It is very nasty 
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and greasy and there ure many flies about. Hospital is located on the north of the" 
picket and is 50 by 20 feet. Shows to have just been whitewashed. It is very dirty 
still. Bunks are three high and accommodate 36 men. There is a new box stool 
closet in the north end of the hospital. No windows in the north. Four in the east 
and four in the west. The south side is practically open next to picket, being made 
of lattice work. Has one stove in it. It is not screened. 

Capt. S. }I. Florence, being sworn, examined by Senator Weinert, testified as 
follows: 

I am sergeant of No. 2 Camp. Twenty-third day of this month I will ·have 
been here two years. I have been in the service twenty years as guard and 
up. I work 83 men. This is a contract force. Seventr-five of the 83 are in 
the field today. There are six camp men here and two that attend to the lot. 
None of them are sick. I can not ,say thai I know the rules of the peniten­
tiary by heart, but I keep them here all the time. I have had them for 
twenty years. I have kept them in my trunk ever since I have been in the 
~ervice. "'hen I was emplo~·ed as a guard I was sworn in. I was not sworn 
in as sergeant. I gave bond for the State's property here. There is no compar­
ison with the grub now and what it was yea·rs ago. It is so much better now 
that you couldn't make n comparison. It has been getting better with every 
u.dministration. The best change ever mu.de was when the State went to doing 
the feeding. The State now feeds, clothes, guards them and everything. I have 
never have received a nickel from the land owners. The plantation owners pay us 
for our work on Sunday during sugar 'rolling. They pay the negroes for Sun­
day work. Health of the men is good here. None of them have died. Iliad 
one killed in the field. One cut him with a hoe and cut a place about fourteen 
inches long on him and cut his lung in two. They were both negroes. Dr. 
Morris ·has been the physician for this camp until the first of October. I con­
sider him the most faithful man I ever saw. He kept a ·record here. He re .. 
signed his position. The State furnishes the grub. I make requi8ition for what 
I want every month. I have a steward that takes care of the commissary. I 
make a monthly report. I take an inventory to make my report from every 
month. '\-Ve don't weigh the bacon every month to see whethe-r it corresponds 
with my books of what we have used or not. I always get what I make requi­
sition for. There is no need in the men suffering for food or clothing. They 
have never turned me down on anything I ordered yet. The cooking is done 
by a cornfield negro. The men get all they can eat. I don't think a ·hungry 
man can work. I know I couldn't if I was very hungry. \Ve compel them to work 
on Sunday during sugar rolling. 1 compel them to bathe every Saturday even­
ing and give them clean clotlws and they wash their faces and hands every 
time they eat. The men don't have to wash their clothes on Sunday. I have 
one man that does the waHhing for all of the others. I think the men are able 
to stand this work at this t.ime without injuring them. I have not always 
worked negroes. I guarded white men. I don't believe that white men should 
be worked down here at all on these farms. I don't think it is good for their 
health. There is some few that can stand it, but more that can't. I believe 
if you should take a young man and work him five years on this farm you 
would ruin his health. I base that on my experience here. Some of the 
negroes you could n•form by kind treatment and some you could not. I think 
about 10 per cent could be reformed. I don't believe teaching them to write 
and read would help them, for some of them would eome back for forgery. I 
have not had an escape in the last two years. I attribute that to the fact 
that my guards nr,i• cautious and I keep my dogs close to tht' force and put the 
short-term men on the plow. It might be kind treatment. The majority of 
them, I think, could he easier controlled if they were promise<! a pardon after 
a number of years for good conduet. [ don't remember just now how many I 
have whipped here. The last was on the 8th of ,July. 1 whipped him for go• 
ing down on another plantation at noon time and staying an hour with somb 
free negroes. He was a trusty. He had <lone little things before that and I 
had warned him. After I whipped him he remained a trusty and is• out now. 
I put him in the ranks until the day I whipped him. I had to get my order 
first. I have worked on several different farms in Texas. I have noticed the 
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difference in the labor when they are whipped much or little. Severe whipping 
makes some work better and some less. 

Q. Do you think that a harsh ~ergeant would have better control over 
them? 

A. I don't believe in brutality. I have been a m11rried man. My guards are 
all single except one. His family lives at Stafford. I have neve-r asked for a 
new building', but I report it bad on aII monthly reports. I have a blank of 
Judge Barbee's last report here. I report them bad on my reports and he re­
ports them bad on his. The management tells me that he has made a new contract 
for two years for 150 men, 50 for each camp. I don't know whether he has agreed 
to put up new buildings or not. I consider this a healthy place. I scour the 
building regular, and I have not missed a week since I have been here, rain or 
shine. I think we ought to have water running in the room and better bath­

.ing facilities. I require the men to bathe once a week, winter and summer. 
They bathe at the well. They bathe in the open in tubs and a big trough 
there. They pump the wate;· by hand. There is about fifteen tubs there and 
the trough will accommodate and tbey all bathe together there in the same 
water. I think it would be better for the men to bathe oftener at this season 
of the year, but I have seen these cement pools in the building and I think 
they keep it wet and don't believe it would be healthy. My building ir, 
screened through the summer. I just took the screens down and put up the 
windows for the winter. I have been trying to get rid ·of the bad guards and 
get men that try to do right. I don't allow the guards to curse or stri_ke the 
men. I never punish without an order. I have a strap that is customarily 
used here. If you nse a stra.p two and a half inches wide you will cut the hide 
every time you hit a man, but with this four-inch strap you will not. I never 
used the small strap, but I ·have seen it used many times. No, sir; I never 
saw a bunch whipped where he would require one to sing a song and then whip 
another one. The shoes furnished us are very poor quality. I suppose they 
are made at Huntsville. I get them there. Col. Herring was here last week. · 
The board neve, comes around. I have never seen the Governor here. If I 
had the power I know of a good many convicts that I would pardon. I think 
there are lots of them that should be. 

Examined by Mr. Gilmore, he stated: 
I am familiar with the rules and I keep them here, and if anything come,i 

up I don't understand I go to them. I want to live up to the rules if possible. 
The rules ~ay in whipping use a strap two fc•et long, two and a half inches 
wide and not hit over 39 licks. I use a larger strap than that. 

Q. By what authority? 
A. It is more humane. I was not told that; it is from actual (:Xperience 

that I know it. 
Q. That is in the mies and• you are just taking the matter into your own 

hands in changing it? 
A. "\Veil, a man can call it that if he wants to, but if I was in there I had 

rather be whipped with that than a smaller one. The rules permit me to whip 
· on a written order from the Superintendent or inspector. He gets whipped 

when he needs it. The other punishments are ball and chain, shackles, dark 
cell, etc. And reprimands and privileges being taken away from them. No, 
sir; the strap is not the only punishment. I set them on the box and stand 
them on the alley. I don't put them on the rail. Whipping is the only pun­
iRhment for running off and such as that, but for little things I stand them on 
the alley. I know as well as any man in the business, J, think, that whipping 
can de don~ when all other modes have been resorted to. Yes, sir; I said r 
got pay for Sunday work. I am employed by the State by the month. The 
plantation owners pay me $2.50 for every Sunday's work. I think I am au• 
thorized under the law to do that. "\Ve certainly wouldn't go and work for 
nothing. I get paid by the State for Sunday, bm don't have to work. I don't 
make a. report. of that. to the Superintendent; for there is no report to be made 
of it. The men bathe near the well in the winte·r. It is pretty cold. I have 
a tarp that I hang up to knock the wind off. We don't furnish them towels 
to dry their bodies on_: they use their old clothes. I have made no 1,equisition 
for towels. We make them here. It is not customary to g:ive them towels. 
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You could take towels for them and when they nre through there would not 
be a towel left. I could take a couple of men to gather them up and do. it. 
Part of my guards have been sworn in. I have never had them sworn in here. 
I think the rules require it. I have employed one new guard here. I never 
inquired of the others here whether they had been sworn in. Some of the 
guards are familiar with the rules. The 'rules require a guard to report any 
violation of the convict~. Those that have not reacl the rules have heard the 
others talk until they know the rules. I have never seen one of my guards 
drunk. I believe if my guards should mistreat the men they would come to 
me and tell m~. I am with one bunch or another of them all the time. I have 
never known of a guard to strike a man. I have no copy ·of the rules posted 
in the building. They were in there and in whitewashing they were taken 
down and not put back. There are some stock on the place that belong to Mr. 
Eldridge. I milk the cows and give the convicts milk and butter as often as 
we have it. The contractor ·has never complained to me that the men were 
not doing enough work. 

Jessie Drnson, being sworn, examined by Senator Weinert, testified as follows: 

I am 22 year~ olrl. The 12th of this month will be seven months for me here. 
I was sent up for assault with intent to murder; got five years. I am working 
in the cane fields now. J can do the work. They feed. well. Clothes all right. 
We work from sunup to sundown, and on Saturday evening we quit and come 
in earlr and tak(l tt bath. Vi7e g-:•t about an hour at dinner. I have had two 
spells of sickness. Dr. Morris waited on me. I never was whipped. I saw one 
man whipped. He is gone home now. The guards don't never hit us or ride up 
in the field and punch us with a shotgun. I get plenty to eat. I am satisfied 
here. The sergeant of this camp is a good man. I have nothing that I want 
to tell. I am sick nearly alI the time. I can't read; I woµld like to; I would 
try to learn if they would give me a chance. I tried to kill a woman. She 
was my wife, fooling with another man. 

/The committee examined a number of other witnesses of this force, the testi­
mony all being practically along the line of this witness. With the exception 
that one or two complained that Revera! years ago, before this present adminis­
tration, the guards were very rough on the men. That the food and treatment 
is better now than it was in the past.) 

DEW RROTHERS' CAMP. 

Description of priwn building on Dew Brothers' Camp: 
Prison building sits east and west, fronting west. Main building is 02 by 30 

feet. Windows are 2% fret by 5 feet. Five windows in north, 2 in east, and 4 
iu the south of prison. Picket is on the west end. All winqows are screened. 
Bunks are two high, and accommodate 80 men, two to the bed. Two closPts in 
the north of prison. No water connection. In the north end is a large iron· 
tub, 2 by 5 by 10 feet for bathing purposes. No hot water connections. There 
are many towels and nightshirts hanging on the wall. Building and bPds are 
clean. Building has been whitewashed recently. One stove in the prison. Kero­
sene lamps are used to light building. Prison building is covered with sheet iron. 
Dining room is 62 by 10 feet. The south wall is lattice with 4-inch strips and 
4-inch space between. No screens; just reflooring it. Dining room has recently 
been cleaned up and -whitewashed. Hospital is west of the picket and on the 
extreme west end of the building; 12 by 24 feet. One window in the west and . 
one north. South wall is lattice work next to picket. Has three double bunks 
next to west wall. Beds are clean. Closet in the northwest corner, but no water 
connections. 

Henry O'Brien, being sworn, exnmined by Senator Weinert, testified ns follows: 

I got ten years for killing a negro in Co1·sicana. I have been here 7 years 6 
months and 4 days today. I have been at this prison since Inst Ja.nuary. I 



HEPOHT OF PENI'r.ENTLI.RY JNVESTIGATIXG COl\U.UTTEE. 905 

Capt. H. L. Gentry, being recalled, examined by Senator Weinert, testified as 
follows: 

I will give you my word of honor that none of these men that have testi­
fied before you will be punished or discriminated against in any way. I will 
make a special effort that the guards do not di;;criminate against them. If it 
becomes m,cessary I will advise the inspector that he has been before the com­
mittee. I was here at the time that negro was shot and Dr. Morris was here, 
and he run in the open field and the guard shot him; and I had tried every way 
in the world to get that negro to perform his duty and had given him plenty 
of time to learn his duty. I have talked to the guard about that. I don't know 
whether or not the negro had just stepped aside to do a job. I have exam­
ined the result of th(' whipping. It was not intentional on my part to break 
the skin; however, if the strap turns it will cut him like I told you. I want to 
be truthful about the· matter and don't want to hide anything. 

AT E. H. CUXXIN"GHA1-I'S MIDDLE CAMP. 

Description of prison on E. H. Cunningham's middle camp: 
Building sits north and south, fronting south. Ts !JO by 33 feet. Windows 

are 2 by 6, and are screened. Three windows in the north, six in the west. Din­
ing room on the east, and wall lwtween prison and dining room is lattice. Walls 
arp 12 feet high. Two closets in north md, no water connectiom. Bunks are 
two high; nil single mattresses. Building is clean. Nightgowns are hanging 
on the bunkR all around. Picket is south of"the prison. Dining room is 00 by 15 
feet. Nine windows in the east ~ide and one in thp north. East wall is solid. 
Room is very dirty. Dining room is screened. Hospital is on the southwest 
corner of building, mid is 30 by 33 feet; 12-foot walls. Two beds in it. One 
closet; no water connection. One stove in it. Three windows in south, 3 in 
west. Building is old, and has been condemnrd hy inspector. 

George Langford, being sworn, examined by Senator Weinert, testified as 
follows: 

I got seven years for theft. I have been here two years and ten months. I 
am not scared to tell the truth. I was punished once la~t summer. I got that 
from Captain Hooks here. I don't know how many licks he hit me. He didn't 
break the skin that I know of. We arc fed first-chss common food. We get 
plenty to eat. We get beef twice a week. We get beef tonight. We are waited 
on when we are sick. I get along with the guards all right. I don't know about 
the others. 

Q. Do they curse the men? 
A. I am so busy at work I can not hear that. No, sir; I don't care to say. 

They never have hit me over the head in the field with a stalk of cane. I am 
telling the truth; I don't want to make no talk to you. I was up to the Paris 
farm when I first come to the pen. They didn't work us on Sunday there, and I 
think they treated us better there. \VP work on Sunday here in sugar rolling. 
\Ve get 50 cents for Sunday work. 

Examined by Mr. Gilmore, he stated: 
Q. In going to and from your work, do the guards make you 'trot? 
A. No, sir; some of the old hands walk fast and make us step up. I am in 

No. 1 squad, and have been ever since I come to the pen. 

Cass Easter, being sworn, examined by Senator \Veinert, testified as rollows: 

Q. What is the matter with your head? 
A. I have the toothache. The doctor has not been here to give me anything 

for it. I didn't a.sk for a doctor. I have been laid up twice. I work while I 
have toothache. I have been having it a week. 

Q. Don't you think if you would ask for a doctor, they would get· him for you? 
A. They would, hut T am naturally scared of the captain. I am afraid to 
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ask him. They feed me pretty well now. They feed us better than they did 
since they heard you all was coming. I have been whipped twice since this cap­
tain came here. I am all broke up now from that bat. I have marks all over 
my back from the strap. I never asked for the doctor to treat me. They give 
me some kind of salve for my back. I have bad eyes. 

Q. Are you diseased any way ? 
A. Yes, sir; I am full of syphilis and have shankers on my p- now. Yes, 

sir; they make me wash in the same water with the other convicts. 

Jim Williams, being sworn, examined by Senator Weinert, testified as follows: 

I have been here two years, and the rest of the time at the Watt farm. I 
have been in the pen three years next month. I jump high to keep from being 
punished. I have not been punished in no way except exposure and run on the 
turn row. I have not been whipped. We have been getting plenty to eat this 
year and last. The grub is the same to me that it was two or three months 
ago. I get good grub. I have not seen the guards hit any of the men, but they 
curse us. I have been a little sick. I wasn't crippled up when I come here, 
.but I lost my wind here. I give out running on the turn row. I was sent from 
Cnmp county here for murder, and got five years. I am not afraid to tell the 
truth. 

Q. If you tell the truth, and it is against some of these fellows here, would 
you get punished? 

A. I don't like to say. I am a prisoner, and don't like to say. 

Arthur Hubbard, being sworn, examined by Senator Weinert, te8tified as 
follows: 

I have been here fifteen months. I have not been punished. Sometimes I am 
not able to work, but I don't say anything to the captain about it. I am sick 
now. I um strictured, and c:m't hardly make water. I have talked to the doctor, 
but he just runs in and looks at us, and that is all. Dr. Morris was all right. 
He left here a short time ago. I get plenty to eat. I have a good bed to sleep 
on. \Ve don't have bedbugs. I don't have any trouble with the guards. I am 
here to work, and I go ahead and do my work the best I can. 

(The committee talked to a number of other convicts, most of them complain­
ing that they were whipped until the skin was broken on their bodies. Sever!!-! 
stated that they were afraid to make complaints to the captain for fear of being 
punished.) 

Captain D. A. Hooks, being sworn, examined by Senator Weinert, testified as 
follows: 

I have 96 men here. Around 90 of them are in the field today. The otl1ers 
are here on the yard. None in the hospital; they are all at work. The State 
furnishes the man that does the washing. State furnishes six men here for camp 
men. If the State receives anything for those six men, I don't know it. I 
don't put them in on the time roll to the plantation. I have been here since the 
6th day of April. T have had the rulea three or four m1Jnt.hs. I had read the 
rnles several times, and I looked for them and couldn't find them, and sent for 
them to Huntsville. I was not sworn in when I took eharge here. I was placed 
nnder bond for the property. I employ the guards here. I didn't have them 
sworn in. I know that the rules require it. I have been sworn in by the 
inspector, and it was my understanding that it was his duty to swear guards 
and everybody connected. I was sworn in as guard in 1883. I never told the 
inspector they were not sworn in. I thought that w:l.8 his business. Everything 
tl,at I have made requisition on the Financial Agent for -h.as been sent me. Thb 
quality of grub is good. I have never had to send it back. I never have made 
any complaint. There was some syrup condemned, but it was a better grade 
than I have seen used. I fou·nd it here when I come. The flour is goo·d. I 
give the men coffee every morning; only once a day. They get one-fifth of a 
pound of tobacco a week. I allow them to sing when they want to. I let them 
read anything they get hold of. My guard has authority to grant them per­
mission to sing, and they have to have it, for we have a weak building, and if 
we have much noise I am liable not to have any men. 
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Q. The building might fall? 
A. No, sir; they could cut out. This building has been condemned by in­

spector three or four trips ago. I have heard the owners have secured another 
contract for two years, but don't know it to be a fact. I don't consider my 
building safe. I have plenty of room for 100 men here. There is a pipe of 
water in there. It is pumped by wind, and sometimes t.he water gets so low 
it won't run in the building, but I put a man up there and turn the wheel. I 
furnish the men socks in the winter only. They get shoes when they need them. 
The quality of shoes is bad. I am not compelled to whip often to maintain 
discipline. There is no two men that· handles men alike, and as a general mle, 
when a new man takes charge of a camp he has more or less whipping to do. 
When I come here I got 91 men and run down as low as 85, but I have received 
enough to make 96. I have been here about seven months. I don't know how 
many men I have whipped. I never punish until I get orders. l send them 
in each month. I don't keep a record of the punishment here. Dr. Morris was 
physician for this camp, nnd he kept a hospital record. This doctor may keep 
a record, but he does not place it on our record here. We have had no bad 
sickness since this man has been coming. Only light form, possibly stay in the 
building a day. Yes, sir; the negro that has the toothache has syphilis and 
his eyes show he is in bad condition. Dr. Morris treated him. He has made 
no complaint to me whatever. I don't believe this force of men could be handled 
without the strap. You would not get any· obedience and work out of them. 
That would not apply to all of them alike. I hnve one man that I would recom­
mend for pardon. The State has not instructe<l me to tr;r to reform them in 
any way. My instructions from the St:.tte are to handle them and make them 
work and give them plenty to eat and wear and medicine when they need it. 
My notion about handling negro convicts is to give them everything that is due 
them. Clothes, food, good place to sleep; good, wholesome food three times R 

day, and when they are taken out of the building and are we!l we expect a good, 
reasonable day's work. They are worked about nine hours now. 

Examined by Mr. Gilmore, he stated: 
I think the State sent them here to be punished for the crimes they have 

committed, and the rl'formation would come about in the punishment. The only 
way we try to reform them is by talking to them. I tell them right from wrong, 
the best of my judgment, and that is all. I try to get their confidence, and I 
don't believe they mind telling me any trouble they have. I have been in the 
service off and on since 1883. I am reasonably familiar with the rules and regu­
lations. Other modes of punishment besides the strap are dark cell, bread and 
water, and it seems to me there is some other little punishment. I use solely 
the strap here. I believe the rules say you can use th.e stTap after milder means, 
but we have no other means here. I have not tried to get milder means here. 
I don't deprive them of their privileges. The rules say you can whip as a last 
resort and after every other mode of punishment has failed, I believe. I use 
nothing but the strap. 

Q. Then for trie most trivial offense, you ask for an order to whip? 
A. No, sir; it has to be a justifiable offense. That is wilful disobediPnce and 

sometimes laziness. I have broken the skin in whipping a man. I don't know 
how m:my I broke the skin on. Yes, sir; I doctor them. 

Q. What privileges do you allow them in the building at night? 
A. They sit around and talk in a low tone to each other and play rards and 

gamble. I have whipped one man for fussing in the dining room and one for 
talking loncl in the building. I get out of patience Rometimrs with them and 
curse them. I don't permit the guards to curse them. Yes, sir; that i3 setting 
a bad example. I know it is not right to curse them. I have them at my 
mercy, and know I should not do it. Somet.imes the guards see me whip a man. 
I have some iron vats here and some tubs for bathing purposes. Several men 
bathe in the same water sometimPs. They ean change when they want to. I try 
to keep those with diseases separated in ho.thing from those without diseases. l 
don't furnish them a towel apiece to dry their bodies on. '!'.hey generally let 
the water dry on their bodies. I think it would be proper to give them towels. 
I have not asked for them. They manage to get the water off. I have a preacher 
in the building. 'fh1•y have to get permission to have services. We have no 
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sl'hool. I have a hospital. I don't put the men in there when sick until the doc­
tor says so. I work the men on Sunday. I have paid them for Sunclay before 
last on last Friday night, but have not paid them for last Sunday. The guardt1 
get $1.00 per day and I get $2.50 from 1.he contractor. Yes, sir; I give you 
my word under oath that I will not punfah the men for testifying before you 
nor discriminate against them. Jf I have to whip them, I will inform the in­
spector that he has testified before you. l will take special pains to see that none 
of the guards discriminate against them. My camp guard attends to the com­
missary. In making my report of what is on hand, I deduct what I have used 
for the month from what was on hand and what we received dming the month, 
and the balance is what I report. If there is any doubt in my mind about the 
stuff being thern, I weigh it. I mean by that, if the amount looks too small. I 
know bacon shrinks a good deal. We might come out short on that, but we 
never have run short yet. 

Examined by Senator Weinert, he stated: 
The system now might safely be called a paradise as compared with it when 

I firs't entered the service. The system has been improving ever since 1883. 
Some of my guards have read the rules. I have told them where the rules were, 
to come and get them. I know several have read them. My salary is $75 per 
month. The men run out of the building- to get their teams out of the lot 
first. I don't require it. I have had one death here. He. attempted to escape 
and was shot by a guard. He was killed instantly. The guard is in the service 
now. I had an inquiry held. Squire Yost held it. I don't think he took any 
convict's testimony in the inquest. The contractors here never urge me to get 
more work out of ,the men. They never have paicl me anything directly or in­
directly for my time here except on Sunday. I don't make a report of my Sun­
day wages. I don't know whether the lward knows anything about the Sunday 
wagea me and the guards get or not. The men get milk and butter when they 
are sick. The only cows here belong to Mr. Eldridge. We have eight and the 
guards get the milk and butter. When a man is sick I give him everything 
that the doctor orders for him. 

Chiny Nix, being sworn, examined by Senator Weinert, testified as follows: 

I h1we been in the pen eight years and one month. I got twenty-three years 
for killing a woman. She was my wife. I am a preacher. I was not a preacher 
when I came here, but was a member and deacon in the church. I came to this 
camp last spring. We are treated tolerably well. I have not been whipped since 
I been here. A good many of the men -have been whipped. Sometimes they hit 
thirty-nine licks and sometimes forty. They break the skin on them. I preach 
to the force here. I have to get permission to preach. I ca·n read. I have noth­
ing to read. Mighty little is done here to reform the men. Food is very good. 
I wa.s whipped once in the walls at Huntsville and once on the railroad. I had 
rather be at Huntsville than here or the railroad. I was treated pretty well on 
the railroad. This 'is •the worst place I have been. They don't allow us to talk 
above R whisper in the building at night. We have to get permission to sing. 
I ask for permission to sing every other Sunda_v when we are not working. The 
guards curse the men a right smart. I never saw them strike the men. 

W. S .. Smith, being sworn, examined hy Senator Weinert,-,testified as follows: 

I am a guard here. I have read the rules. I am not thoroughly familiar with 
them. I never was sworn in. I ·began as guard in May, 1905. Worked ever 
since. There is not any abuse by the guards that I know of. I worked at Rusk 
until the last year. The men are treated here about ,the same as at Rusk. 

Examined by :\fr. Gilmore, he stated: 
I am well acquainted with the guards. Wi, all get out of pa.tience sometimes. 

I curse the men sometimes when one insults me or giveq me impudence. I think 
t.hat is nil right. Yes, sir; I realize that these men are at my mercy and can 
not defend themselves. 
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Q. You curse them sometimes and call them vile names that you wouldn't 
1et anybody call you? 

A. That depends. I have read the rules about my duty. I have turned in 
one or two for punishment. For laziness or impudence is what I generally turn 
them in for. I try to treat them all alike as long as they will let me. I never 
have shot a man; never had an occasion to do it. I never had an escape. 

AT CAMP NO. 1, CLEl\fENS STATE FARM 

Description of prison building on Clemens State farm No. 1 camp: 
Building face.s south. West wing is 30 by 82 feet. \Vindows are 3½ by 6 feet. 

Ten windows in the south wall, ten in the north and four ·in the west. All 
window.s are screened. In building is large conNete pool a.bout 10 by 12 by 4 
feet deep for bathing purposes. Also large zinc trough for men to wash faee 
ond hands. Two water closets in building. Bunks are three high and all single 
mattresses. Bunks are tolerably clean. Building is very neat and clean. One 
large stove -in we8t wing. Good ventilation in the top of building. Ceiling is 
twenty feet high. 

Hospital is 24 by 36 feet and is immediately north of the picket, which is 
hrtween the two wings of the building. Has four windows in the east, four in 
the west and three in the north. Windows are all screened. Hospital is venti­
hited thrcugh the top. Eight single beds in hospital. Building is clean. Has 
cue laTge stove. 

East wing is 70 by 30. Seven windows in the Routh, three in the en-St and 
seven in the north. Bunks are three high and are all s-ingle mattresses, and are 
tolerably clean. Building is very nC'at. Has huge stove in it. One water closet. 
Also large concrete pool for bathing, about 10 by 12 by 4 feet deep. Large 
water trough for washing faces and hands. In both wings there is bunk room 
for 250 men. 

Two dining rooms, both located on the south side of the prison buildings, and 
cHvided by hall. East dining room is 15 by 70 feet. South wall is made of 
lattice work, and has no screens. Room is neat and dean. 

\Vest dining room is 15 by 82. South wall made of lattice work, and _is not 
sneened. Room is clean and neat. Entire building i.s lighted ·with oil lamps . 

. Frank Pinkard, being gworn, examined by Mr. Bowman, testified as follows: 

I was convicted at Bryan, Texas, for murder and given natural life. I have 
been on this camp two years and four days today. I was in the penitentiary 
thirteen ~ears the 10th of last Ap-ril, I have been whipped three times. I was 
whipped once here, once at Rusk and one time on the railroad. Capt. O'Brien 
whipped me on the railroad. He hit me !l6 licks, but he didn't break the hide. 
The underkeeper whipped me at Rusk. Capt. Brooks whipped me ·here. He hit 
me 3!l. Re broke the skin all over me every time he hit me. I bled and my 
clothes sturk to me for a month. I was unable to work, but had to go through 
the field with my squad, but couldn't do nothing. I was whipped for bucking. 
Tbat means that we .stopped work and refused to go out on the force. We 
bu<'ked bPrause we were ditching and working in mud and water from morning 
till night and all we had on was shirt, pants and sho!)s and it was cold weather 
and we come in at night and our clothes were wet and the next morning they 
were still wet and we had to put them on and go back to work. He whipped 
us on the 19th of this last Feb'ruary was a year ago. (Witness exposes his 
person to the committee and shows the following wounds: On the left rump 
one scar r,ne and a half inches long and three-fourths-inch wide, presenting a 
raised appearance and looking very much like a large blister except that it was 
solid. One wound on left rump three-fourths-inch long and- one-fourth-inch 
wide having a hollow appearance. One wound below left rump, irregular in 
formation. an inch long, showing the evidences of a severe wound and unevenly 
healed. Smaller wound to right of wound below left rump having same ap• 
pearance. Two wounds helow right rump one and a ·half inches long by one 
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pression that if they "bucked" they would get $1 a day for Sunday work. 
Major Barbee said he was going to try to get us as much as he could for us 
when we worked on Sunday. The sergeant treats his men as well as any 
sergeant could. 

J·ohn Heney, being duly sworn, testified as follows: 

I was in the mutiny. We didn't "buck" on the sergeant. We stayed in the 
building because we had a talk with Major Barbee about Sunday work. He 
said he was going. to try to get us more money for Sunday work. The sergeant 
advised us to go out; he didn't tell us to go, just advised us. He whipped me 
and broke the skin. I believe the captain did his duty. 

CUNNINGHAM FARM. 

Arthur Hubbard, being duly sworn, testified as follows: 

I work under Captain Hooks on the Cunningham farm. I have been cursed 
and abused for .testifying before the committee. He had all the men who tes­
tified-their names written down. The niggers under Hooks are afraid to tell 
the major anything about what happens on this farm. I am afraid to tell 
anything. Colonel Herring was here and the niggers told him they were not 
getting enough to eat, and that some of them were beat up. We have been 
getting 7 5 cents per day for .Sunday work since the committee was here. 
Hooks said to me, "I thought you had some sense. l thought you knew what 
that committee was after; I ought to give you thirty-nine." He cursed me 
and several others for testifying before the committee. 

Wyatt Brown, being duly sworn, testified as follows: 

I am under Captain Hooks. I testified before the committee. I have been 
cursed by Hooks for testifying. After the committee left he called us niggers 
up and said: "If you niggers knew what I did, they ()Ouldn't have pulled you 
out here." Our treatment has been a little better since the committee was here 
until three or four weeks ago, when it got worse. One of the niggers reported 
to Major Barbee that the guards were cursing us. I think the Major gave him 
orders to "stop it." 

Jesse Brown, being duly sworn, testified as follows: 

I did not testify before the other committee. I haven't heard of anyone being 
abused for testifying before the committee. John Nobles was the only man in 
this camp who "bucked" on the sergeant. Treatment of convicts at this camp 
has been about the same since the committee was here. I am getting 75 cents 
per day for Sunday work since the committee was here. No gambling here 
now. It has been cut out since Saturday night. Captain allows no singing in 
the building. 

Sam ,villiams, being duly sworn, testified as follows: 

Captain Hooks called up the men who testified and wanted to find out what 
they said to the committee. He told them he "would whip hell out of them if 
they told a lie on him, and that he would find it out." He has been picking 
on those who testified before the committee. He treats them all rough; calls 
them d- s-s of b--s. ,ve get 75 cents for Sunda~· work since the committee 
came. 

Will Tyson, being duly sworn, testified as follows: 

I didn't testify before the other committee. I heard Captain Hooks call up 
the .men and ask them what they said. He tolu them, "the committee couldn't 
do anything for them. Couldn't do they any good, only get them a little more 
money for Sunday work." He curses the men but don't do as much cursing 
as the guards. It was cold Saturday morning and some of the men bucked a 
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little till the captain gave them some fire. We get 75 cents for Sunday work 
since the committee came. There is no gambling in the building. 

~en Nichols, being duly sworn, testified as follows: 

I work under Captain Barnes on the Cunningham farm. I haven't heard 
of anyone being punished for testifying before the committee. I haven't heard 
Captain Barnes refer to the committee. I get 75 cents a day for Sunday work 
since sugar rolling began. 

Fred Brousard, being duly sworn, testified as follows: 

I haven't heard of anyone being punished at 
the committee. I work under Captain Barnes. 
for Sunday work. 

this camp for testifying before 
We are getting 75 cents a day 

Jim Phillips, being duly sworn, testified as follows: 

I ~aven't heard of anyone being punished for testifying befon• the committee. 
We get 75 cents for Sunday work since the sugar rolling began. Captain Barnes 
treats his men good. 

Jordan Keith, being duly sworn, testified as follows: 

Haven't heard of anyone being cursed or abused for testifying before the 
committee. I work under Captain Barnes. 

Adrian Shannon, being duly sworn, testified as follows: 

Haven't heard of anyone being punished for testifying before the committee. 
The men don't gamble since )fajor Barbee came around the last time. He read 
the rules to us on yesterday, December 20th. I work under Captain Barnes. 

J. E. Barnes, being duly sworn, testified as follows: 

I am the sergeant at Cunningham camp No. 2, known as "bullhead." The 
plantation people are paying 75 cents a day for Sunday work; guards $1 a 
day, sergeants $2.50 a day for Sunday work. )fajor Barbee, when he was 
around last, told convicts to cut out gambling. He did not tell me to cut it 
out. I did not work my men last Sunday, December l!lth, the cold day. This 
is a contract farm. 

CUNNINGHAM CAMP NO. 3. 

Colonel Zachery, being duly sworn, testified as follows: 

Captain Mack Florence is my sergeant. My idea is that this committee is 
here to help convict~ to be better men, encourage us to obey the rules of our 
officers and always be respectful to our superiors. Haven't heard of any con­
vict at this camp being punished for testifying before the committee. Captain 
Florence does not curse his men. Some of the guards curse them, among them 
Guards Seiker and Norton. We haven't had any trouble here about men "buck­
ing" on their work since the committee were here. \Ve are getting 75 cents 
for Sunday ducing the sugar rolling season. Conditions are better here since 
the committee were here. 

James Young, being duly sworn, testified as follows: 

I work under Captain Florence. There hasn't been any convicts punished for 
testifying before the committee. Conditions are about the same as they were 
before committee came. Major Barbee cut out gambling. There is no spirit 
of mutiny. All the men go freely to their work. We get 75 cents for Sunday 
work. We didn't work last Sunday, the cold day. 

Jeff McConico, being duly sworn, testified as follows: 

I understand that the committee is here to assist the prisoners in the way 
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of being better men, and to encourage us to obey the rules of our officers, ser­
geants and guards. Haven't heard of any convict bE:ing punished for testifying 
before tlie committee. The men all like the sergeant, Mr. Mack Florence. 

Sam Veasley, being duly sworn, testified as follows: 

There has been no one whipped for testifying before the committee. Captain 
Florence never spoke to us about it. Conditions are better than before the 
committee came. 

General Johns.on, being duly sworn, testified as follows: 

There has been no one punished for testifying before the committee. Some 
guards curse us. Captain Florence never curses us. Conditions are better now 
than when committee were here before. We all like the captain. 

IMPERIAL FARM NO. 2, CAPTAIN VEAL'S SQUAD. 

Wesley Pierce, being duly sworn, testified as follows: 

I have not been punished for testifying before the committee. There is no 
cursing of the men by Captain Veal or the guards. 

Richard Rivers, Leing duly sworn, testified as follows: 

I have not heard of any of the men being whipped for testifying before the 
committee. Before the committee came the captain was pretty rough; . he is 
hetti,r now. The captain cursed out the whole squad this morning because no 
more 1nen were reported for loud talking. 

Will Jackson, being duly sworn, testified as follows: 

l have not heard of anyone being whipped for testifying before the com­
mittee. The treatment is much better now than it was before the committee 
came around. I did not hear Captain Veal curse this morning. We are paid 
50 cents for Sunday work. 

Richard Pinkney, being duly sworn, testified as follows: 

I have not heard of anyone being whipped for testifying before the com­
mittee. Times are better now than before the committee came. Captain Veal 
did not curse out the men this morning-. I have not worked but one Sunday 
tlii~ ~•Par; got 50 cents for that. 

Cornelius Malory, being duly sworn, testified as follows: 

I have heard of no one being punished for testifying before the committee. 
Captain Veal hit me with bridle reins. J am afraid to testify before you. You 

. will be gone and I must stay hen'; you can not protect me. The niggers at thi11 
camp go flying all the time. 

IMPERIAL FARM, CAMP NO. 1. 

,v. G. Pryor, being duly sworn, testified as follows: 

J am the sergeant in charge of Imperial State farm. My men havf! not been 
working or behaving well since the committee was here before. I believe the 
convicts got a wrong impression from the committee and thought that they 
would be protected from the bat. My impression is that the men came out 
of the building this morning in good shape, after the talks made last night by 
Senator Hudspeth and RepresPntative Stamps, who advised and admonished 
the convicts to behave themselves. J have orclers from headcpmrterR to stop 
gambling in the prison, and have stopped it. I. have only worked one Sunday 
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this year. The State pays 50 cents to each convict for Sunday work. Tlw 
guards get $1; no extra pay for sergeants or other men who draw more than 
$30 per month. I have whipped no one since committee was here. 

IMPERIAL FARM, CA)IP KO. 2. 

J. H. Veal, being duly sworn, testified as follows: 

I am sergeant at Imperial camp Xo. 2. }ly men since the committee's first 
visit have been hard to control; they would not do a good ,.Jay's work. I think 
they got a wrong impression of the committee's work. One of my- guards was 
told by a convict that .. the leather was cut out," meaning that the bat had heen 
abolished. There is a marked difference in the negroes umler me since Senator 
Hudspeth and Representative Stamps advised and admonished them to behave 
themselves, and I feel much encouraged over the situation now. I di,I not rep-_ 
remand a negro of the entire squad this morning for loud talking. I have cut 
out gambling in my camp. 

Charlie ·walker, being duly sworn, testified as follows: 

I am at the Imperial camp No. 1. Haven't· heard of anyone being punished 
for testifying before the committee. The men seem to be getting along as well 
now and since the committee was here as before. All the men seem to be sat­
isfied now. Conditions seem to have improved since committee were here. You 
don't hear as much cursing of the men since committee were here. The guards 
have been ·•stepping high" since committee were here. Gambling has been cut 
out. \Ve have dominoes and checkers for amusement now. I think the talks 
of Senator Hudspeth and Representative Stamps last night did the negroes lots 
of good. · 

Joe Smith, being duly sworn, testified as follows: 

I work on Imperial farm No. 1. I haven't heard of anyone being abused for 
testifying before the committee. The talks of Senator Hudspeth and Represen­
tative Stamps last night will do the prisoners good. Conditions are a good deal 
l,etter sinl'e committee was here. You don't hear the guards cursing the men 
sinre the committee first came around. 

Andrew Hamilton, being duly swo1·n, testified as follows: 

I am a convict on Imperial farm No. 1. I haven't heard of anyone being 
punished for testifying before the committee. The treatment of the prisoners · 
is much better now since the committee was here than before. They don't work 
the prisoners as late; they don't curse the prisoners now. 

\V. C. Bohannon, being duly sworn, testified as follows: 

I am on Imperial farm No. 1. I have not -heard of anyone who testified be­
fore the committee being punished. Conditions are much better at this camp 
since the committee came first. We are not driven to our work now and are 
not worked .so lnte ns we were before the committee came. I think the talk 
that Senator Hudspeth and Representative Stamps gave the men last night will 
do them good. 

Sam Cole, being duly gworn, teRtified as follows: 

Haven't heard of anyone heing punished for testifying before the committee. 
Deportment· of officers better. Food and clothing some better since committee 
eame. The men haven't gone according to the rules since the committee was 
l1<>re. I didn't hear any convict say that the committee had encouraged them 
to be disobedient. If the guards and the sergeant had been as strict since the 
committel! was first here as before, I believe the discipline of the men would 
lmve been the same as it wa~ before the committee came. I haven't heard of 
as much profanity among tlw gua1·,ls as before the committee c-ame. I think 
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the guar<ls ha.ve given the convicts too much liberty. I think the officials here 
arr uneasy as to losing their jobs. I think the officers here relaxed as to enc 
forcing rules since committee was here and convicts took advantage of their re­
laxation. 

RCSK PEXlTEXTL-\RY. 

1Jajor Durham, being duly sworn, testifkd as follows: 

I nm Assistant t:luperint .. mlent at Husk penitentiary. The negro, Allen 
llrown, had a lm<l repntation. I was sergeant of one ore bed force. The man­
ager of the iron in,lustry infornwd me that the negro Brown would be turned 
cut in my drnrge to go to tlH• ore bed; sai,i hi, couldn't do anything with him 
in the furnace ynnl: l told him I di,ln't want to take the negro as I thought he 
would demoralize my force arnl cause trouble. The iron man sai1l, "You 
hr,ve to taki, him." This was in the ev,•ning and the negro was to be tnrne<l 
nut the 1wxt morning. J ll'ent to the bull ring- tn instruct ,rn,J explain to him 
what he would have to <lo. He was already in line. I called him out of the 
line to make the talk and he approached mi, in :l very defiant manner. I told 
him to remove his hat in a t·onversational tone. He remaTked that "he was 
not a thief and would not take hi8 hat off to any white man." I remarked. 
"\Veil, G-·· d- vou, I'll knock it off," and di<l knock it off, hut did not knock 
hin1 <lown. I hit him with my walking stick. I <lon't now whether I broke 
1 lu, skin on his head. I had heard that he sai<l he woul<lu't remove his -hat to 
any white man. I heard that. he was "a little off." 1ly opinion is that he ·has 
a mania for talking about raping white women; he is here for assault to rape. 
lk- is a trouble-breeder; a very troublesome negro. I do not require convicts 
to tip their lmtR when passing an official of the penitentiary, but there is a 
rule requiring convicts to remove their hats when addressing an official. I 
was appointed and came here January, 1908. There has never ,been a negro 
transferred from here to any place on account of my hitting him on the liead 
with a stick. 

T. A. Sublett, being duly sworn, testified as follows: 

I am a gua:rd in the Rusk penitentiary. I know T. E. Durham; I also know 
Allen Brown, a negro. Major Durham was outside man in charge of the ore 
bed. When l\fajor Durham came into the bull ring he called B1:own to him. 
Brown was placed in the or<> bed gang. Brown walked up. Major Durham 
said, "Brown, take off your hat." Brown said, "I'll take off my hat to 110 

white man." Major Durham struck Brown on the side of his head with his 
walking cane. I do not know wl1ether he broke thi> ·skin on the side of his 
l1ead or not. I was forty or fifty feet from Durham. He did not knock 
Urown down. The negro stooped to pick up ·his !mt. Have heard Durham was 
a good convict man. I worked Brown and had a great deal· of trouble with 
him. As to his sanity, I do not. see how a man could be sane and act as Brown 
doPs at times. I never heard Urown say he could and wanted to have inter­
l'Ol!l'Se with white women. Soon after the committee were here convicts were 
dispose<l to be impudent, but their conduct was not of a serious nature. There 
has been only one man whipped since committee was here. It looked to me as 
though t.he officers here relaxed their efforts to maintain discipline since the 
c,ommittee were here. This might have been the cause of convicts being a little 
n,ckless as to their conduct. Have not heard of anyone being punished for te~­
tifying before committeP. Convicts 8eem to get the impression from former 
"ommittce that they would not he punished for misconduct. My idea is that 
tl1e scope of committer's work is to search into conditionR of convicts and the 
penitentiary system. I have observed at times, before the committee came, 
th_at the eonvicts came in at night in a boisterous manner, talking and laughing. 
I have never ·heard the committee referred to here by the officials as breeding 
cli,£ension or intnfl'l'ing with the management of the prison. 


	Pages from SLP_Docs_0037-2.pdf
	Pages from SLP_Docs_0037-3.pdf
	Pages from SLP_Docs_0037-4.pdf



