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Pope, Nathan 8202 18 5’ 11” 150 Black Laborer Texas No 29 Nov 1879 Fayette Burglary 5 11 Dec 
1879 Freeman 13 Dec 1879 18

Killed during 
escape at 
Freemans

Died after 2 days at Freeman Camp 
during escape attempt.

Norton, Jonathan 7533 27 5’ 5” 155 Black Laborer Texas Yes 25 Apr 1879 Bastrop
Assualt with 

intent to 
murder

6 7 May 
1879 Freeman 16 Dec 1879 27 Pneumonia Died after 7 months at Freeman 

Camp. 

Powell, Esau 4940 27 5’ 9” 180 Black Laborer Texas Yes 23 Nov 1875 Fayette Theft 6.5 25 Nov 
1875 Freeman 26 Feb 1880 32 Chronic diarrhea Died after 4 years and 2 months on 

Freeman Camp. Scar on right knee

White, William 8222 26 5’ 10” 160 Mulatto Laborer Alabama Yes 14 Dec 1879 Wilson Theft of Mare 5 15 Dec 
1979 Freeman 20 July 1880 26 Escape attempt 

Freemans
Died after 7 month on Freeman 

Camp. Punished July 1880. On 18 
Jun 1880 census.

Stroud, Garrison 5731 23 6’ 189 Mulatto Laborer Texas Yes 25 Jan 1877 Robertson Not stated 7 3 Feb 
1877 LAE #2 9 Sept 1881 27

Caught in 
machinery at 

camp

Sent to Freeman Camp 19 Nov 
1879. Camp name changed to Ellis 

Camp #2 in August 1880.  On 18 Jun 
1880 census.

Boone, Harry 9351 20 6’ 150 Copper Laborer Texas No 16 April 1881 Washington Theft 5 26 Apr 
1881 LAE #2 27 Sept 1881 20 Dysentery Died after 5 months on Ellis Camp 

#2. Scars right arm and left wrist.

Bonner, William 7537 30 5’ 8” 165 Black Laborer Alabama Widower 3 May 1879 Bastrop Theft 7 7 May 
1879 LAE #2 30 Dec 1881 32 Pneumonia

Sent to Freeman Camp 12 May 
1879. Escaped amd recaptured 26 
May 1879. Camp name changed 
to Ellis Camp #2 in August 1880. 
Escaped from Ellis Camp #2 on 3 

Feb 1881 and recaptured on 15 Mar 
1881. Punished 18 Apr 1881. On 18 

Jun 1880 census as Mat Bonner.

Cruse, Michael 9687 18 5’ 6” 153 Mulatto Laborer Texas No 23 Sept 
1881 Jefferson Burglary 2 13 Oct 

1881 LAE #2 8 Feb 1882 18 Tree fall Died after 4 months on Ellis Camp 
#2. Small scar on right neck.

Froch, Sebe 9967 60 5’ 10” 160 Black Laborer Gerorgia Yes  10 Dec 
1881 Washington Theft 5 4 Jan 

1882 LAE #2 17 June 1882 60
Result of 

amputation of a 
limb

Sent to Ellis Camp #3 outside of 
Fort Bend County 31 Jan 1882, 

transferred to Ellis Camp #2 in Fort 
Bend County. Ellis Camp #3 may 
have been renamed to Ellis Camp 
#2 and this inmate may have died 

at the Brazos River Camp. Escaped 
and recaptured 20 Apr 1882.

Cartinas, Manuel 118 25 5’ 2” 130 Mexican Laborer Mexico No 8 Feb 1882 Travis Burglary 2 5 March 
1882 LAE #2 5 Oct 1882 25

Congestion 
of brain and 

stomach

Died after 1 month on Ellis Camp #2. 
Punished 22 Jun 1882 at another 

camp.

Brewer, George 9807 39 5’ 10” 180 Black Teamster New York Yes 31 Oct 1881 Cherokee Theft of cow 2 28 Nov 
1881 LAE #2 18 Nov 1882 40 Complications of 

illness 
Died after one month at Ellis Camp 

#2. 

Fuller, Hardy 9588 28 5’ 4” 122 Black Laborer Texas Yes 15 July 1881 Jackson Theft of 
yearling 2 30 Jul 

1881 LAE #2 29 Dec 1882 28 Menigitis Died after 17 months on Ellis Camp 
#2. Scars on right side.

Davis, Lewis 1166 24 5’ 7” 152 Black Laborer Texas Yes 3 July 1883 Lavaca
Assualt with 

intent to 
murder

5 25 July 
1883 LAE #2 26 Oct 1883 24 Congestion of 

bowells
Died after 3 months at Ellis Camp 
#2. Punished for laziness 3 Aug 

1883. Scar left thigh. 

Garcia, James 2241 19 5’ 7” 145 Black Laborer Texas No 20 May 1884 Guadalupe
Assualt with 

intent to 
murder

5 29 May 
1884 LAE #2 28 Oct 1884 19 Unknown Died after 5 months at Ellis Camp 

#2. Scars on forehead and right shin. 

Newman, Steve 27 Nov 1885 Pauper buried at Sartartia by L.A. 
Ellis and A.M. Ellis

Odam, Bill 9979 23 5’ 4 
1/2” 150 Black Laborer Texas Yes 2 Dec 1881 Anderson Theft of 

person 6.5 5 Jan 
1882 LAE #2 30 June 1886 27 Pneumonia

Sent to Ellis Camp #2 and name 
of camp changed to Ellis Camp #1 
in 1885. Died after 3 years and 9 

months on Ellis Camp #1. Received 
15 lashes for disobedience 18 Aug 
1883, 15 lashes for indolence Oct 

1883, 15 lashes for playing sick Feb 
1884, 15 lashes for bad conduct Aug 

1884, 9 lashes for indolence Oct 
1884. Scars on chest and right arm.
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Pope, Nathan 8202 18 5’ 11” 150 Black Laborer Texas No 29 Nov 1879 Fayette Burglary 5 11 Dec 
1879 Freeman 13 Dec 1879 18

Killed during 
escape at 
Freemans

Died after 2 days at Freeman Camp 
during escape attempt.

Norton, Jonathan 7533 27 5’ 5” 155 Black Laborer Texas Yes 25 Apr 1879 Bastrop
Assualt with 

intent to 
murder

6 7 May 
1879 Freeman 16 Dec 1879 27 Pneumonia Died after 7 months at Freeman 

Camp. 

Powell, Esau 4940 27 5’ 9” 180 Black Laborer Texas Yes 23 Nov 1875 Fayette Theft 6.5 25 Nov 
1875 Freeman 26 Feb 1880 32 Chronic diarrhea Died after 4 years and 2 months on 

Freeman Camp. Scar on right knee

White, William 8222 26 5’ 10” 160 Mulatto Laborer Alabama Yes 14 Dec 1879 Wilson Theft of Mare 5 15 Dec 
1979 Freeman 20 July 1880 26 Escape attempt 

Freemans
Died after 7 month on Freeman 

Camp. Punished July 1880. On 18 
Jun 1880 census.

Stroud, Garrison 5731 23 6’ 189 Mulatto Laborer Texas Yes 25 Jan 1877 Robertson Not stated 7 3 Feb 
1877 LAE #2 9 Sept 1881 27

Caught in 
machinery at 

camp

Sent to Freeman Camp 19 Nov 
1879. Camp name changed to Ellis 

Camp #2 in August 1880.  On 18 Jun 
1880 census.

Boone, Harry 9351 20 6’ 150 Copper Laborer Texas No 16 April 1881 Washington Theft 5 26 Apr 
1881 LAE #2 27 Sept 1881 20 Dysentery Died after 5 months on Ellis Camp 

#2. Scars right arm and left wrist.

Bonner, William 7537 30 5’ 8” 165 Black Laborer Alabama Widower 3 May 1879 Bastrop Theft 7 7 May 
1879 LAE #2 30 Dec 1881 32 Pneumonia

Sent to Freeman Camp 12 May 
1879. Escaped amd recaptured 26 
May 1879. Camp name changed 
to Ellis Camp #2 in August 1880. 
Escaped from Ellis Camp #2 on 3 

Feb 1881 and recaptured on 15 Mar 
1881. Punished 18 Apr 1881. On 18 

Jun 1880 census as Mat Bonner.

Cruse, Michael 9687 18 5’ 6” 153 Mulatto Laborer Texas No 23 Sept 
1881 Jefferson Burglary 2 13 Oct 

1881 LAE #2 8 Feb 1882 18 Tree fall Died after 4 months on Ellis Camp 
#2. Small scar on right neck.

Froch, Sebe 9967 60 5’ 10” 160 Black Laborer Gerorgia Yes  10 Dec 
1881 Washington Theft 5 4 Jan 

1882 LAE #2 17 June 1882 60
Result of 

amputation of a 
limb

Sent to Ellis Camp #3 outside of 
Fort Bend County 31 Jan 1882, 

transferred to Ellis Camp #2 in Fort 
Bend County. Ellis Camp #3 may 
have been renamed to Ellis Camp 
#2 and this inmate may have died 

at the Brazos River Camp. Escaped 
and recaptured 20 Apr 1882.

Cartinas, Manuel 118 25 5’ 2” 130 Mexican Laborer Mexico No 8 Feb 1882 Travis Burglary 2 5 March 
1882 LAE #2 5 Oct 1882 25

Congestion 
of brain and 

stomach

Died after 1 month on Ellis Camp #2. 
Punished 22 Jun 1882 at another 

camp.

Brewer, George 9807 39 5’ 10” 180 Black Teamster New York Yes 31 Oct 1881 Cherokee Theft of cow 2 28 Nov 
1881 LAE #2 18 Nov 1882 40 Complications of 

illness 
Died after one month at Ellis Camp 

#2. 

Fuller, Hardy 9588 28 5’ 4” 122 Black Laborer Texas Yes 15 July 1881 Jackson Theft of 
yearling 2 30 Jul 

1881 LAE #2 29 Dec 1882 28 Menigitis Died after 17 months on Ellis Camp 
#2. Scars on right side.

Davis, Lewis 1166 24 5’ 7” 152 Black Laborer Texas Yes 3 July 1883 Lavaca
Assualt with 

intent to 
murder

5 25 July 
1883 LAE #2 26 Oct 1883 24 Congestion of 

bowells
Died after 3 months at Ellis Camp 
#2. Punished for laziness 3 Aug 

1883. Scar left thigh. 

Garcia, James 2241 19 5’ 7” 145 Black Laborer Texas No 20 May 1884 Guadalupe
Assualt with 

intent to 
murder

5 29 May 
1884 LAE #2 28 Oct 1884 19 Unknown Died after 5 months at Ellis Camp 

#2. Scars on forehead and right shin. 

Newman, Steve 27 Nov 1885 Pauper buried at Sartartia by L.A. 
Ellis and A.M. Ellis

Odam, Bill 9979 23 5’ 4 
1/2” 150 Black Laborer Texas Yes 2 Dec 1881 Anderson Theft of 

person 6.5 5 Jan 
1882 LAE #2 30 June 1886 27 Pneumonia

Sent to Ellis Camp #2 and name 
of camp changed to Ellis Camp #1 
in 1885. Died after 3 years and 9 

months on Ellis Camp #1. Received 
15 lashes for disobedience 18 Aug 
1883, 15 lashes for indolence Oct 

1883, 15 lashes for playing sick Feb 
1884, 15 lashes for bad conduct Aug 

1884, 9 lashes for indolence Oct 
1884. Scars on chest and right arm.
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Chambers, John 9385 26 5’ 5” 139 Black Laborer Texas Yes 10 May 1881 Lee Theft of mule 7 16 May 
1881 LAE #2 28 July 1886 32 Pneumonia

Sent to Ellis Camp #2 and name 
of camp changed to Ellis Camp #1 
in 1885. Died after 5 years and 2 

months on Ellis Camp #1. Punished 
for slighting work July 1883 and 

received 15 lashes for trying to burn 
building 28 Apr 1885. Scars on each 

shin and on left of head.

Darby, Aaron 1702 18 169 Black Farmer Texas No 1 Oct 1883 Caldwell Theft 7 15 Oct 
1883 LAE #2 29 Oct 1886 18 Heart clot Died after 3 years at Ellis Camp #2. 

Punished for indolence 1 Apr 1884. 

Brown, Peter 4131 23 5’ 7” 120 Black Laborer Texas No 7 Oct 1886 Washington
Burglary 

and theft of 
property over 

$20 value
2 + 2=4 25 Oct 

1886 LAE #1 17 Dec 1886 23 Pulmonary 
congestion

Died 47 days after arriving at Ellis 
Camp #1, left eye entirely out and lid 

closed over it 

Rollins, Newton 6446 22 5’ 8 
1/2” 162 Black Laborer Tennessee Yes 11 Nov 1877 Houston Manslaughter 5 11 Dec 

1877 LAE #1 5 Jan 1887 32 Pneumonia Died after 17 months on Ellis Camp 
#1. Scars on forehead and back.

Hagell, Will 4558 22 5’ 9” 165 Dark 
Mulatto Laborer Texas No 31 May 1887 Wood

Assualt with 
intent to 
murder

5 3 June 
1887 LAE #1 20 Jan 1888 22 Pneumonia

Died 4 monthss after arriving at Ellis 
Camp #1; scars over right eye, right 
leg, left arm, right hand, and on head

Varnes, John 3495 32 5’ 9” 160 Black Laborer Texas Yes 16 Dec 1885 Jackson Horse theft 7 14 Jan 
1886 LAE #1 23 Jan 1888 34 Pneumonia

First sent to Ellis Camp #3 on 14 Jan 
1886 which may have been in Fort 
Bend County at that time. Moved to 
Ellis Camp #1 on 3 Apr 1887. Died 
after 9 months on Ellis Camp #1. 

Sacrs on left leg just above knee and 
on left arm just above wrist.

Rhodes, Ike 5014 N/A N/A N/A Black N/A N/A N/A 20 Feb 1888 Lavaca Theft of cattle 2 2 Mar 
1888 LAE #1 5 Mar 1888 unk Heart Clot

Died 3 days after arriving at Ellis 
Camp #1 before description was 

taken.

Dixon, Ben 4999 23 5’ 10” 200 Black Laborer Texas No 17 Feb 1888 Trinity Murder 2nd 
degree 5 23 Feb 

1888 LAE #1 28 Mar 1888 23 Pernicious 
Fever

Died 32 days after arriving at Ellis 
Camp #1; scars on forehead and 
over right eye; shot scar between 

eyes

Parker, Gus 5013 N/A N/A N/A Mulatto Farmer N/A No 20 Feb 1888 Lavaca
Swindling of 
property over 

$20 value
2 2 Mar 

1888 LAE #1 24 May 1888 unk Congestive 
fever     

Died 22 days after arriving at Ellis 
Camp #1; scars on left little finger 

and both calves

Williams, Riley 5147 25 5’ 7” 140 Black Laborer Texas No 3 April 1888 Fort Bend
Burglary and 

theft of money 
over $20

2 + 2=4 21 April 
1888 LAE #1 26 May 1888 25 Congestion

Died after 1 month at Ellis Camp #1. 
Round scar on right jaw, scar on left 

cheek, scar on stomach.

Corey, Henry 5215 29 5’ 8” 156 Mulatto Laborer Tennessee No 25 Apr 1888 Dallas Robbery 2 9 June 
1888 LAE #1 27 June 1888 29

Killed by Guard 
M. D. Jarnett 

while attempting 
to escape

Died after 10 days on Ellis Camp #1. 
Scars on left shoulder and back

Franklin, Ben 5235 39 5’ 3” 180 Black Laborer Missouri Yes 25 May 1888 Fayette
Assault with 

intent to 
murder

5 12 June 
1888 LAE #1 26 July 1888 39 Congestive 

fever      

Died after 2 months on Ellis Camp 
#1. Listed in convict record under 

alternate names and convict 
numbers Frank Farquar #1233 and 
Ben Franklin #5638. Scars on left 

jaw, left side of head, right shoulder, 
right shoulder blade, right hip. Toes 

off both feet.

Collins, Joseph 5227 24 5’ 9” 157 Mulatto Laborer Louisiana No 21 May1888 Guadalupe
Aiding felons 

to escape 
from an officer

7 4 June 
1888 LAE #1 10 July 1888 24

Killed by Guard 
M. D. Jarnett 

while attempting 
to escape

Died after 1 month on Ellis Camp #1. 
Scars on left cheek and over right 

eye. 
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Granville, Alex 5229 26 5’ 5” 165 Black Laborer Alabama No 22 May 1888 Fayette
Assault with 

intent to 
murder

2 12 June 
1888 LAE #1 7 Aug 1888 26 Typho malarial 

fever
Died after 2 months on Ellis Camp 

#1. Scars on backbone and on right 
ankle near instep.

Allen, Sam 5341 20 5’ 8” 165 Black Laborer Texas Yes 7 June 1888 De Witt Theft 3 9 Aug 
1888 LAE #1 3 Sept 1888 20 Epileptic 

convulsion
Died after 1 month on Ellis Camp #1. 

Burn scar on right arm.

Shelton, Jim 4634 N/A N/A 160 Brown Railroad Texas No 7 Dec 1887 Colorado Burglary 2 29 July 
1889 LAE #1 31 Dec 1888 unk Dropsy

Was at all three of Ellis’s Fort Bend 
camps. Died two days after arriving 

at Ellis Camp #1. 
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Chambers, John 9385 26 5’ 5” 139 Black Laborer Texas Yes 10 May 1881 Lee Theft of mule 7 16 May 
1881 LAE #2 28 July 1886 32 Pneumonia

Sent to Ellis Camp #2 and name 
of camp changed to Ellis Camp #1 
in 1885. Died after 5 years and 2 

months on Ellis Camp #1. Punished 
for slighting work July 1883 and 

received 15 lashes for trying to burn 
building 28 Apr 1885. Scars on each 

shin and on left of head.

Darby, Aaron 1702 18 169 Black Farmer Texas No 1 Oct 1883 Caldwell Theft 7 15 Oct 
1883 LAE #2 29 Oct 1886 18 Heart clot Died after 3 years at Ellis Camp #2. 

Punished for indolence 1 Apr 1884. 

Brown, Peter 4131 23 5’ 7” 120 Black Laborer Texas No 7 Oct 1886 Washington
Burglary 

and theft of 
property over 

$20 value
2 + 2=4 25 Oct 

1886 LAE #1 17 Dec 1886 23 Pulmonary 
congestion

Died 47 days after arriving at Ellis 
Camp #1, left eye entirely out and lid 

closed over it 

Rollins, Newton 6446 22 5’ 8 
1/2” 162 Black Laborer Tennessee Yes 11 Nov 1877 Houston Manslaughter 5 11 Dec 

1877 LAE #1 5 Jan 1887 32 Pneumonia Died after 17 months on Ellis Camp 
#1. Scars on forehead and back.

Hagell, Will 4558 22 5’ 9” 165 Dark 
Mulatto Laborer Texas No 31 May 1887 Wood

Assualt with 
intent to 
murder

5 3 June 
1887 LAE #1 20 Jan 1888 22 Pneumonia

Died 4 monthss after arriving at Ellis 
Camp #1; scars over right eye, right 
leg, left arm, right hand, and on head

Varnes, John 3495 32 5’ 9” 160 Black Laborer Texas Yes 16 Dec 1885 Jackson Horse theft 7 14 Jan 
1886 LAE #1 23 Jan 1888 34 Pneumonia

First sent to Ellis Camp #3 on 14 Jan 
1886 which may have been in Fort 
Bend County at that time. Moved to 
Ellis Camp #1 on 3 Apr 1887. Died 
after 9 months on Ellis Camp #1. 

Sacrs on left leg just above knee and 
on left arm just above wrist.

Rhodes, Ike 5014 N/A N/A N/A Black N/A N/A N/A 20 Feb 1888 Lavaca Theft of cattle 2 2 Mar 
1888 LAE #1 5 Mar 1888 unk Heart Clot

Died 3 days after arriving at Ellis 
Camp #1 before description was 

taken.

Dixon, Ben 4999 23 5’ 10” 200 Black Laborer Texas No 17 Feb 1888 Trinity Murder 2nd 
degree 5 23 Feb 

1888 LAE #1 28 Mar 1888 23 Pernicious 
Fever

Died 32 days after arriving at Ellis 
Camp #1; scars on forehead and 
over right eye; shot scar between 

eyes

Parker, Gus 5013 N/A N/A N/A Mulatto Farmer N/A No 20 Feb 1888 Lavaca
Swindling of 
property over 

$20 value
2 2 Mar 

1888 LAE #1 24 May 1888 unk Congestive 
fever     

Died 22 days after arriving at Ellis 
Camp #1; scars on left little finger 

and both calves

Williams, Riley 5147 25 5’ 7” 140 Black Laborer Texas No 3 April 1888 Fort Bend
Burglary and 

theft of money 
over $20

2 + 2=4 21 April 
1888 LAE #1 26 May 1888 25 Congestion

Died after 1 month at Ellis Camp #1. 
Round scar on right jaw, scar on left 

cheek, scar on stomach.

Corey, Henry 5215 29 5’ 8” 156 Mulatto Laborer Tennessee No 25 Apr 1888 Dallas Robbery 2 9 June 
1888 LAE #1 27 June 1888 29

Killed by Guard 
M. D. Jarnett 

while attempting 
to escape

Died after 10 days on Ellis Camp #1. 
Scars on left shoulder and back

Franklin, Ben 5235 39 5’ 3” 180 Black Laborer Missouri Yes 25 May 1888 Fayette
Assault with 

intent to 
murder

5 12 June 
1888 LAE #1 26 July 1888 39 Congestive 

fever      

Died after 2 months on Ellis Camp 
#1. Listed in convict record under 

alternate names and convict 
numbers Frank Farquar #1233 and 
Ben Franklin #5638. Scars on left 

jaw, left side of head, right shoulder, 
right shoulder blade, right hip. Toes 

off both feet.

Collins, Joseph 5227 24 5’ 9” 157 Mulatto Laborer Louisiana No 21 May1888 Guadalupe
Aiding felons 

to escape 
from an officer

7 4 June 
1888 LAE #1 10 July 1888 24

Killed by Guard 
M. D. Jarnett 

while attempting 
to escape

Died after 1 month on Ellis Camp #1. 
Scars on left cheek and over right 

eye. 
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camps. Died two days after arriving 
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Jessie, George 5840 24 5’ 8” 158 Black Farmer Texas No 26 June 
1888 Grimes

Burglary 
and assault 
with intent to 

murder
2 + 2=4 7 July 

1889 LAE #1 4 Sept 1889 25 Heart disease

Died after 2 month at Ellis Camp 
#1. Scars on right hip, nail off on left 
index finger, several scars outside 
of left knee, long scar right side of 

head. 

Davis, Phil 5863 26 5’ 6” 163 Black Cook Canada No 24 May 1889 El Paso
Burglary 

and theft of 
property over 

$20 value
2 + 2=4 22 July 

1889 LAE #1 12 Sept 1889 26 Paralysis of 
heart      

Died after 2 month at Ellis Camp #1. 
Right thumb off at first joint, Scars 
on back of left hand, on 3rd finger 

right hand, on right side of neck, on 
upper lip.

Davis, John 5360 25 5’ 10” 165 Black Laborer Texas Yes 27 Sept 
1888 Colorado Burglary 2 5 Oct 

1888 LAE #1 16 July 1889 26 Congestion of 
brain  

Died after 9 months at Ellis Camp 
#1. Received 11 lashes for indolence 
18 Oct 1888, 9 lashes for indolence 

15 Apr 1889, 9 lashes for med 
lesaure(sp?) 30 May 1889. Scar over 
left eye, little finger stiff and crooked 
left hand, scar on left leg, between 
knees and ?? caused from burn.

Gray, Morris 5340 40 5’ 6” 145 Black Laborer Mississippi Yes 30 June 
1888 De Witt

Assualt with 
intent to 
murder

2 9 Aug 
1888 LAE #1 18 July 1889 40 Sun stroke

Died after 11 months on Ellis Camp 
#1. Received 9 lashes for indolence 
9 Sep 1888, 11 lashes for laziness 
11 Feb 1889, 11 lashes for laziness 

30 May 1889. Scar on left shin. 

Nevils, Jerry 5356 28 5’ 9” 173 Copper 
Black Laborer Texas Yes 17 Sept 

1888 Walker Cattle theft 5 17 Sept 
1888 LAE #1 21 July 1889 29 Sun stroke                  

Died after 9 months at Ellis Camp 
#1. Received 11 lashes for indolence 
15 Nov 1888, 11 lashes for indolence 
8 Feb 1889, 11 lashes for indolence 
26 Mar 1889, 11 lashes for indolence 

30 May 1889, 17 lashes for 
indolence, 28 Jun 1889. Gunshot 

scar back part of left arm near 
shoulder, gunshot scar left breast, 

gunshot scar right forearm.

Mitchell, Josh 5622 23 5’ 10” 174 Black Farmer Texas No 16 Feb 1889 Lavaca Manslaughter 2 13 Mar 
1889 LAE #1 21 July 1889 23 Sun stroke                

Died after 4 months at Ellis Camp 
#1. Received 13 lashes for indolence 
29 Apr 1889, 11 lashes for indolence 
25 Jun 1889. Long scar back of right 
leg, pistol shot wound on right hip.

Whitfield, Dempsy 5430 19 5’ 7” 160 Black Laborer Georgia Yes 2 Nov 1888 Washington Burglary 2 2 Nov 
1888 LAE #1 24 July 1889 20 Sun stroke

Died after 8 months on Ellis Camp 
#1. Received 11 lashes for indolence 
26 Mar 1889, 11 lashes for indolence 

14 April 1889, 11 lashes for 
indolence 25 Jun 1889. Shot scar on 

right hand, right hand crippled.

Terry, Henry 5878 25 5’8” 165 Black Cook Texas No 26 July 1889 Galveston Theft 2 1 Aug 
1889 LAE #1 28 Aug 1889 25 Sun stroke

Died after 27 days at Ellis Camp #1. 
Small scar on left thumb and no nail 

on right thumb.

Williams, John 5913 25 5’ 7” 165 Black Farmer Texas No 12 Sept 
1889 Cass Burglary 2 29 Sept 

1889 Ellis #1 & 2 13 Nov 1889 25
Internal 

hemorrhage and 
dropsy

May have died at Ellis Camp #2 
(South camp). Died after 1 month at 
Ellis Camps. Received 13 lashes for 
laziness. Scars on left cheekbone 

and right knee.

Baker, George 6138 25 5’ 6” 145 Black Laborer Texas No 6 Jan 1890 Austin Buglary 2 21 Jan 
1890 LAE #1 29 Jan 1890 26 Killed during 

escape attempt 
Died after 8 days at Ellis Camp #1. 

Shot while trying to escape and was 
hit in side, one in back, one in hip.
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Thomas, Jeff 5928 24 5’ 5” 162 Black Farmer Texas Widower 3 Oct 1889 Harrison
Theft of 

property over 
$20 value

2 9 Oct 
1889 Ellis #1 & 2 25 May 1890 25 Abcess of liver 

& dropsy     

May have died at Ellis Camp #2 
(South camp). Died after 6 months at 
Ellis Camps. Received 12 lashes for 
indolence. Disfigured leg?, Scars left 

foot, right shin. 

Cole, Coleman 6355 28 5’ 6” 160 Copper Farmer Texas Yes 21 May 1890 Fayette Robbery 5 8 June 
1890 LAE #1 16 June 1890 28 Congestive 

convultions
Died after 8 days at Ellis Camp #1. 

Cut scar on top of head. 

Scott, West 6218 18 5’ 1” 147 Dark 
Mulatto Farmer Texas No 5 Mar 1890 Smith Theft 2 25 Mar 

1890 LAE #1 21 July 1890 18 Killed during 
escape attempt       

Died after 3 months at Ellis Camp 
#1. Killed while trying to escape by 
Guard James Clark and hit with 10 
(buck)shot. Scars on right temple, 

right groin, left sholderblade.
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Convict Name Convict 
Number

Age at 
Conviction Height Weight 

(lbs) Color Employment 
(Trade)

Nativity 
(State/

Country)
Marital 
Status

Date 
Convicted

County of 
Conviction

Reason for 
Conviction

Sentence 
Length (Years)

 Received 
Penn.

Last Camp of 
Residence Death Date  Age at 

Death Death Details Notes

Jessie, George 5840 24 5’ 8” 158 Black Farmer Texas No 26 June 
1888 Grimes

Burglary 
and assault 
with intent to 

murder
2 + 2=4 7 July 

1889 LAE #1 4 Sept 1889 25 Heart disease

Died after 2 month at Ellis Camp 
#1. Scars on right hip, nail off on left 
index finger, several scars outside 
of left knee, long scar right side of 

head. 

Davis, Phil 5863 26 5’ 6” 163 Black Cook Canada No 24 May 1889 El Paso
Burglary 

and theft of 
property over 

$20 value
2 + 2=4 22 July 

1889 LAE #1 12 Sept 1889 26 Paralysis of 
heart      

Died after 2 month at Ellis Camp #1. 
Right thumb off at first joint, Scars 
on back of left hand, on 3rd finger 

right hand, on right side of neck, on 
upper lip.

Davis, John 5360 25 5’ 10” 165 Black Laborer Texas Yes 27 Sept 
1888 Colorado Burglary 2 5 Oct 

1888 LAE #1 16 July 1889 26 Congestion of 
brain  

Died after 9 months at Ellis Camp 
#1. Received 11 lashes for indolence 
18 Oct 1888, 9 lashes for indolence 

15 Apr 1889, 9 lashes for med 
lesaure(sp?) 30 May 1889. Scar over 
left eye, little finger stiff and crooked 
left hand, scar on left leg, between 
knees and ?? caused from burn.

Gray, Morris 5340 40 5’ 6” 145 Black Laborer Mississippi Yes 30 June 
1888 De Witt

Assualt with 
intent to 
murder

2 9 Aug 
1888 LAE #1 18 July 1889 40 Sun stroke

Died after 11 months on Ellis Camp 
#1. Received 9 lashes for indolence 
9 Sep 1888, 11 lashes for laziness 
11 Feb 1889, 11 lashes for laziness 

30 May 1889. Scar on left shin. 

Nevils, Jerry 5356 28 5’ 9” 173 Copper 
Black Laborer Texas Yes 17 Sept 

1888 Walker Cattle theft 5 17 Sept 
1888 LAE #1 21 July 1889 29 Sun stroke                  

Died after 9 months at Ellis Camp 
#1. Received 11 lashes for indolence 
15 Nov 1888, 11 lashes for indolence 
8 Feb 1889, 11 lashes for indolence 

26 Mar 1889, 11 lashes for indolence 
30 May 1889, 17 lashes for 

indolence, 28 Jun 1889. Gunshot 
scar back part of left arm near 

shoulder, gunshot scar left breast, 
gunshot scar right forearm.

Mitchell, Josh 5622 23 5’ 10” 174 Black Farmer Texas No 16 Feb 1889 Lavaca Manslaughter 2 13 Mar 
1889 LAE #1 21 July 1889 23 Sun stroke                

Died after 4 months at Ellis Camp 
#1. Received 13 lashes for indolence 
29 Apr 1889, 11 lashes for indolence 
25 Jun 1889. Long scar back of right 
leg, pistol shot wound on right hip.

Whitfield, Dempsy 5430 19 5’ 7” 160 Black Laborer Georgia Yes 2 Nov 1888 Washington Burglary 2 2 Nov 
1888 LAE #1 24 July 1889 20 Sun stroke

Died after 8 months on Ellis Camp 
#1. Received 11 lashes for indolence 
26 Mar 1889, 11 lashes for indolence 

14 April 1889, 11 lashes for 
indolence 25 Jun 1889. Shot scar on 

right hand, right hand crippled.

Terry, Henry 5878 25 5’8” 165 Black Cook Texas No 26 July 1889 Galveston Theft 2 1 Aug 
1889 LAE #1 28 Aug 1889 25 Sun stroke

Died after 27 days at Ellis Camp #1. 
Small scar on left thumb and no nail 

on right thumb.

Williams, John 5913 25 5’ 7” 165 Black Farmer Texas No 12 Sept 
1889 Cass Burglary 2 29 Sept 

1889 Ellis #1 & 2 13 Nov 1889 25
Internal 

hemorrhage and 
dropsy

May have died at Ellis Camp #2 
(South camp). Died after 1 month at 
Ellis Camps. Received 13 lashes for 
laziness. Scars on left cheekbone 

and right knee.

Baker, George 6138 25 5’ 6” 145 Black Laborer Texas No 6 Jan 1890 Austin Buglary 2 21 Jan 
1890 LAE #1 29 Jan 1890 26 Killed during 

escape attempt 
Died after 8 days at Ellis Camp #1. 

Shot while trying to escape and was 
hit in side, one in back, one in hip.

Convict Name Convict 
Number

Age at 
Conviction Height Weight 

(lbs) Color Employment 
(Trade)

Nativity 
(State/

Country)
Marital 
Status

Date 
Convicted

County of 
Conviction

Reason for 
Conviction

Sentence 
Length (Years)

 Received 
Penn.

Last Camp of 
Residence Death Date  Age at 

Death Death Details Notes

Thomas, Jeff 5928 24 5’ 5” 162 Black Farmer Texas Widower 3 Oct 1889 Harrison
Theft of 

property over 
$20 value

2 9 Oct 
1889 Ellis #1 & 2 25 May 1890 25 Abcess of liver 

& dropsy     

May have died at Ellis Camp #2 
(South camp). Died after 6 months at 
Ellis Camps. Received 12 lashes for 
indolence. Disfigured leg?, Scars left 

foot, right shin. 

Cole, Coleman 6355 28 5’ 6” 160 Copper Farmer Texas Yes 21 May 1890 Fayette Robbery 5 8 June 
1890 LAE #1 16 June 1890 28 Congestive 

convultions
Died after 8 days at Ellis Camp #1. 

Cut scar on top of head. 

Scott, West 6218 18 5’ 1” 147 Dark 
Mulatto Farmer Texas No 5 Mar 1890 Smith Theft 2 25 Mar 

1890 LAE #1 21 July 1890 18 Killed during 
escape attempt       

Died after 3 months at Ellis Camp 
#1. Killed while trying to escape by 
Guard James Clark and hit with 10 
(buck)shot. Scars on right temple, 

right groin, left sholderblade.
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Convict Name Convict 
Number

Age at 
Conviction Height Weight 

(lbs) Color Employment 
(Trade)

Nativity 
(State/

Country)
Marital 
Status

Date 
Convicted

County of 
Conviction

Reason for 
Conviction

Sentence 
Length (Years)

 Received 
Penn.

Last Camp of 
Residence Death Date  Age at 

Death Death Details Notes

Stephens, Wm. 6139 23 5’ 7” 190 Brown 
Negro Farmer Texas Yes 6 Jan 1890 Austin Horse theft 5 21 Jan 

1890 LAE #1 31 Aug 1890 23 Dropsy
Died after 6 months at Ellis Camp 

#1. Escaped and was recaptured 29 
Jan 1890. Scar on left jaw and over 

left eye.

Nichols, Wm. 5891 24 5’ 6” 162 Black Blacksmith & 
Cook Kentucky No 1 Aug 1889 Webb

Theft of 
property over 
$20 value and 

burglary
3 + 2=5 27 Aug 

1889 Ellis #1 & 2 4 Sept 1890 25 Congestive chill

May have died at Ellis Camp #2 
(South camp). Died after 11 months 
at Ellis Camps. Received 12 lashes 
for indolence. Scars on forehead, 

shot wound right forarm, knife wound 
left hand and neck. 

Smith, Davy 5146 21 5’ 7” 137 Black Laborer Texas Yes 3 April 1888 Fort Bend
Burglary and 

theft of money 
over $20

2 + 2=4 21 April 
1888 LAE #1 16 Nov 1890 23 Run over by 

tram car
Died after 19 months on Ellis Camp 
#1. Cut scar 1.5 inches long under 

chin.

Anderson, Tom 6447 22 5’ 6” 144 Black Farmer Texas Yes 11 Aug 1890 Rusk
Assault with 

intent to 
murder

2 22 Aug 
1890 LAE #1 30 Mar 1891 23 Dropsy      

Died after 7 months on Ellis Camp 
#1. Scars on left neck, left knee, 
back of head, right and left rump. 
First finger left hand disfigured.  

Boon, Auz. 6541 26 6’ 4” 170 Black Laborer Texas No 22 Oct 1890 Panola Burglary 5 + 2=7 9 Nov 
1890 LAE 20 Jun 1891 27 Sun stroke

Ellis Camp number not noted. Could 
have died at any of three camps, 

Scars left temple and back of head

Adams, Loyd 7139 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A Guadalupe
Assault with 

intent to 
murder

5 19 July 
1891 LAE 29 July 1891 unk Sun stroke

Ellis Camp number not noted. Could 
have died at any of three camps. 

Died after 10 days at the Ellis Camps 
before description was taken. 

Williams, Will 8301 21 5’ 11” 152 Mulatto Farmer Texas No 21 April 1892 Bandera Theft of a 
horse 5 2 July 

1892 LAE 17 Jan 1893 22 Pleurisy

Ellis Camp number not noted. Could 
have died at any of three camps. 
Died after less than 6 months on 

Ellis Camps. Cut scar on forehead, 
burn scar on right side neck, cut scar 

right knee, scar over right eye. 

Lee, Sam 8603 22 5’ 8” 155 Black Hostler Iowa No 26 Oct 1892 Grayson Burglary and 
theft 3 + 3=6 2 Nov 

1892 LAE 3 Mar 1893 22 Escape attempt

Ellis Camp number not noted. Could 
have died at any of three camps. 

Died after 4 month at Ellis Camps. 
Scars on back right wrist and over 

right eye.

Crawford, William 7999 20 N/A 180 Black Cook Texas Yes 31 Mar 1892 Washington Forgery 2 21 Apr 
1892 LAE 23 June 1893 21 Pistol shot while 

escaping

Ellis Camp number not noted. Could 
have died at any of three camps,. 
Died after 1 month at Ellis Camps. 
Received 10 lashes for insolence. 
Scar from barbed wire side of right 

calf. 

O’Dair, Wafer 9356 23 6’ 2” 178 Dark 
Mullato Laborer Texas No 10 May 1893 Milam Rape 5 27 May 

1893 LAE 8 July 1893 23 Sun stroke                     

Ellis Camp number not noted. Could 
have died at any of three camps. 

Died after less than 1 month on the 
Ellis Camps. Boil scar back of right 
hand, teeth very uneven, knife scar 
on back, figure of man and letters 

tattooed on forarms.

Nash, William 8035 16 5’ 4” 151 Black Cook Georgia No 19 Apr 1892 McLennan
Theft of 

property over 
$20 value

4 27 Apr 
1892 LAE 3 Sept 1893 16 Congestion of 

brain

Ellis Camp number not noted. Could 
have died at any of three camps. 

Died after 8 months on Ellis Camps. 
Scars on forehead, left temple, right 

wrist, small of back. Fourth finger 
each hand disfigured.

Simons, Hence 7178 25 5’ 9” 142 Black Mill Man Texas Yes 7 Aug 1891 Rusk Horse theft 8 + 7=15 12 Aug 
1891 LAE 6 Sept 1893 27 Consumption

Ellis Camp number not noted. Could 
have died at any of three camps. 

Died after 25 months at Ellis Camps. 
Escaped and recaptured 29 Aug 

1892. Scars on forhead, both knees, 
both shins, left arm.

Convict Name Convict 
Number

Age at 
Conviction Height Weight 

(lbs) Color Employment 
(Trade)

Nativity 
(State/

Country)
Marital 
Status

Date 
Convicted

County of 
Conviction

Reason for 
Conviction

Sentence 
Length (Years)

 Received 
Penn.

Last Camp of 
Residence Death Date  Age at 

Death Death Details Notes

Baldwin, Mack 6273 20 5’ 8” 160 Copper Laborer Texas No 21 Mar 1890 Liberty
Assault with 

intent to 
murder

5 13 Apr 
1890 LAE #1 4 Mar 1894 24 Escape attempt

Died after nearly 4 years at Ellis 
Camp #1. Killed while trying to 

escape. Round scar right kneecap, 
scar on right elbow
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Convict Name Convict 
Number

Age at 
Conviction Height Weight 

(lbs) Color Employment 
(Trade)

Nativity 
(State/

Country)
Marital 
Status

Date 
Convicted

County of 
Conviction

Reason for 
Conviction

Sentence 
Length (Years)

 Received 
Penn.

Last Camp of 
Residence Death Date  Age at 

Death Death Details Notes

Stephens, Wm. 6139 23 5’ 7” 190 Brown 
Negro Farmer Texas Yes 6 Jan 1890 Austin Horse theft 5 21 Jan 

1890 LAE #1 31 Aug 1890 23 Dropsy
Died after 6 months at Ellis Camp 

#1. Escaped and was recaptured 29 
Jan 1890. Scar on left jaw and over 

left eye.

Nichols, Wm. 5891 24 5’ 6” 162 Black Blacksmith & 
Cook Kentucky No 1 Aug 1889 Webb

Theft of 
property over 
$20 value and 

burglary
3 + 2=5 27 Aug 

1889 Ellis #1 & 2 4 Sept 1890 25 Congestive chill

May have died at Ellis Camp #2 
(South camp). Died after 11 months 
at Ellis Camps. Received 12 lashes 
for indolence. Scars on forehead, 

shot wound right forarm, knife wound 
left hand and neck. 

Smith, Davy 5146 21 5’ 7” 137 Black Laborer Texas Yes 3 April 1888 Fort Bend
Burglary and 

theft of money 
over $20

2 + 2=4 21 April 
1888 LAE #1 16 Nov 1890 23 Run over by 

tram car
Died after 19 months on Ellis Camp 
#1. Cut scar 1.5 inches long under 

chin.

Anderson, Tom 6447 22 5’ 6” 144 Black Farmer Texas Yes 11 Aug 1890 Rusk
Assault with 

intent to 
murder

2 22 Aug 
1890 LAE #1 30 Mar 1891 23 Dropsy      

Died after 7 months on Ellis Camp 
#1. Scars on left neck, left knee, 
back of head, right and left rump. 
First finger left hand disfigured.  

Boon, Auz. 6541 26 6’ 4” 170 Black Laborer Texas No 22 Oct 1890 Panola Burglary 5 + 2=7 9 Nov 
1890 LAE 20 Jun 1891 27 Sun stroke

Ellis Camp number not noted. Could 
have died at any of three camps, 

Scars left temple and back of head

Adams, Loyd 7139 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A Guadalupe
Assault with 

intent to 
murder

5 19 July 
1891 LAE 29 July 1891 unk Sun stroke

Ellis Camp number not noted. Could 
have died at any of three camps. 

Died after 10 days at the Ellis Camps 
before description was taken. 

Williams, Will 8301 21 5’ 11” 152 Mulatto Farmer Texas No 21 April 1892 Bandera Theft of a 
horse 5 2 July 

1892 LAE 17 Jan 1893 22 Pleurisy

Ellis Camp number not noted. Could 
have died at any of three camps. 
Died after less than 6 months on 

Ellis Camps. Cut scar on forehead, 
burn scar on right side neck, cut scar 

right knee, scar over right eye. 

Lee, Sam 8603 22 5’ 8” 155 Black Hostler Iowa No 26 Oct 1892 Grayson Burglary and 
theft 3 + 3=6 2 Nov 

1892 LAE 3 Mar 1893 22 Escape attempt

Ellis Camp number not noted. Could 
have died at any of three camps. 

Died after 4 month at Ellis Camps. 
Scars on back right wrist and over 

right eye.

Crawford, William 7999 20 N/A 180 Black Cook Texas Yes 31 Mar 1892 Washington Forgery 2 21 Apr 
1892 LAE 23 June 1893 21 Pistol shot while 

escaping

Ellis Camp number not noted. Could 
have died at any of three camps,. 
Died after 1 month at Ellis Camps. 
Received 10 lashes for insolence. 
Scar from barbed wire side of right 

calf. 

O’Dair, Wafer 9356 23 6’ 2” 178 Dark 
Mullato Laborer Texas No 10 May 1893 Milam Rape 5 27 May 

1893 LAE 8 July 1893 23 Sun stroke                     

Ellis Camp number not noted. Could 
have died at any of three camps. 

Died after less than 1 month on the 
Ellis Camps. Boil scar back of right 
hand, teeth very uneven, knife scar 
on back, figure of man and letters 

tattooed on forarms.

Nash, William 8035 16 5’ 4” 151 Black Cook Georgia No 19 Apr 1892 McLennan
Theft of 

property over 
$20 value

4 27 Apr 
1892 LAE 3 Sept 1893 16 Congestion of 

brain

Ellis Camp number not noted. Could 
have died at any of three camps. 

Died after 8 months on Ellis Camps. 
Scars on forehead, left temple, right 

wrist, small of back. Fourth finger 
each hand disfigured.

Simons, Hence 7178 25 5’ 9” 142 Black Mill Man Texas Yes 7 Aug 1891 Rusk Horse theft 8 + 7=15 12 Aug 
1891 LAE 6 Sept 1893 27 Consumption

Ellis Camp number not noted. Could 
have died at any of three camps. 

Died after 25 months at Ellis Camps. 
Escaped and recaptured 29 Aug 

1892. Scars on forhead, both knees, 
both shins, left arm.
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Reason for 
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Baldwin, Mack 6273 20 5’ 8” 160 Copper Laborer Texas No 21 Mar 1890 Liberty
Assault with 

intent to 
murder

5 13 Apr 
1890 LAE #1 4 Mar 1894 24 Escape attempt

Died after nearly 4 years at Ellis 
Camp #1. Killed while trying to 

escape. Round scar right kneecap, 
scar on right elbow
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Convict Name Convict 
Number

Age at 
Conviction Height Weight 

(lbs) Color Employment 
(Trade)

Nativity 
(State/

Country)
Marital 
Status

Date 
Convicted

County of 
Conviction

Reason for 
Conviction

Sentence 
Length (Years)

 Received 
Penn.

Last Camp of 
Residence Death Date  Age at 

Death Death Details Notes

Glass, Jim 11346 21 5’ 7” 181 Mulatto Laborer Texas No 19 Oct 1894 Smith Murder 2nd 
degree 10 4 Oct 

1894 LAE #1 9 July 1895 22 Pernicicious 
malaria

Died after 9 months on Ellis Camp 
#1. Escaped and recapchured 23 
Jan 1895, received 20 lashes for 
escaping 28 Feb 1895. Ledger 

describes 20 lashes administered on 
13 May 1895 for independence and 
laziness but it was crossed out. No. 

10 shoe.

Jackson, Ed 15725 20 5’ 9” 165 Black Laborer Texas No 11 Oct 1897 Burnet Theft of a 
horse 2 24 Nov 

1897 CG Ellis 1 30 Aug 1898 20 Malaria 
Died after 8 months at Ellis Camp 

#1, Scar right groin and left shin, No. 
10 shoes

Tollison, Allie 15724 25 5’ 9” 160 Black Laborer Texas Yes 27 Oct 1987 Lavaca
Fraudulently 
disposing of 
a mortgaged 

property
2 2 Nov 

1897 CG Ellis 1 8 Feb 1899 26 Pneumonia 

Died after 13 months at Ellis Camp 
#1; Long scar left back; scars on 

upper lip, back of head, left elbow, 
right thigh, right big toe; No. 10 

shoes

Blacksom, John 6798 18 5’ 10” 150 Black Hotel Waiter Louisiana No 17 Mar 1891 Brazos Burglary 2+2+2+2+2+2+2 
= 14

25 Mar 
1891 CGE #1 10 July 1899 25 Drowned

Died after 19 months at Ellis Camp 
#1. Received 9 lashes for Insolence 
29 Jul 1893, 10 lashes for laziness 

and cutting cane badly 30 Nov 1893, 
13 lashes for impudence 23 June 
1896, and 20 lashes for refusal to 
work 9 Nov 1896. Scars left arm, 

right knee, right thigh, left shin, left 
foot near toes. No. 9 shoes.

Adams, Abe 16540 25 5’ 9” 154 Brown Laborer Texas No 20 Apr 1898 Lavaca Theft of a 
horse 2 27 Apr 

1898 CGE #1 10 July 1899 26 Drowned

Died after 15 months on Ellis Camp 
#1. Burn scars all over rump, 1 

1/2” shot scar center of breast, two 
short scars below elbow, scar on left 
shoulder. No. 8 shoes. Ex-convict, 

previous #6451.

Miller, Joe 15762 18 5”7” 130 Black Laborer Texas No 5 Nov 1899 Bexar Buglary 2 11 Nov 
1897 CG Ellis 1 29 July 1899 22 Malaria

Died after 19 months at Ellis Camp 
#1, shot scar back left hand, two 
scars right hand, cut on right calf, 

No. 7 shoes

Berman, Joe 15738 38 5’ 10” 180 Black Laborer Texas Yes 9 Oct 1897 Bexar
26 cases of 
burglary and 

theft
2+2+2+2+2+2   

= 12
9 Nov 
1897 CG Ellis 1 21 Jun 1900 40 Malaria

Long cut on right side, cuts on back 
of left hand and inside left knee, No. 

12 shoes.

Mitchell, Jack 19734 33 5’ 5” 150 Dark 
Brown

Railroad 
Laborer Texas Yes 25 Oct 1900 Harris Theft of a 

horse 4 01 Nov 
1900 CG Ellis 1 12 Nov 1900 33 Pernicious 

Malarial Fever

Died after 11 days on Ellis Camp #1. 
Scar on head, shot scar on left leg, 
cut scar right arm, shot scar right 
thigh, scar left shoulder, scar right 

shoulder. No. 8 shoes.

Miller, Dump 20288 20 5’ 9” 165 Mulatto 
Black Laborer Texas No 10 Apr 1901 Bexar

Burglary 
with intent to 
commit theft

2 24 Apr 
1901 CG Ellis 1 11 July 1901 20 Pernicious 

Malarial Fever

Died after less than 3 months on 
Ellis Camp #1. Scar on back muscle 
of left arm. Scar above right nipple?. 

No. 9 shoes

Robinson, Arthur 22134 20 5’ 10” 160 Black Laborer Texas No 25 Oct 1902 McLennan Burglary 3+2+3+2=10 29 Oct 
1902 LAE #1 9 Dec 1902 20

Killed by Dog 
Sgt J. H. Veal 

while attempting 
to escape

Died after less than 2 months on 
Ellis Camp #1. Also used alias 

Aurther Johnson. Scars over left eye, 
left arm, back.

Walker, Henry 23280 23 5’ 10 
1/2” 170 Dark 

Brown Laborer Texas No 26 June1903 Bastrop Attempt to 
commit Arson 5 13 July 

1903 Ellis #1   11 Sep 1905 25
“Struck by 
lightning at 

11:40 AM and 
instantly killed”

Died after 14 months on Ellis Camp 
#1. Scar left side of head near eye, 
ong cut scar over left eye, 2 large 

scars back of head, small pox scars 
all over body, cut scar below right 
elbow, 2 scars left shin, one upper 
front tooth out. Ex-convict #16897 
under alias Henry Quigley. No. 9 

shoes.
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Death Death Details Notes

Jackson, Andy 22151 53 5’ 7” 170 Dark 
Brown Laborer Mississippi Yes 20 Oct 1902 Panola

Aussault 
with intent 
to commit 

murder
2 6 Nov 

1902 Ellis #1 16 Nov 1903 54 Pernicious 
Malaria 

Died after 12 months on Ellis Camp 
#1. Long cut scar on forehead, scar 
top right shouler, long cut scar on 

breast, 2 scars on right hip, scar on 
right shin. No. 9 shoes.
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(Trade)

Nativity 
(State/

Country)
Marital 
Status
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Convicted
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Reason for 
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Death Death Details Notes

Glass, Jim 11346 21 5’ 7” 181 Mulatto Laborer Texas No 19 Oct 1894 Smith Murder 2nd 
degree 10 4 Oct 

1894 LAE #1 9 July 1895 22 Pernicicious 
malaria

Died after 9 months on Ellis Camp 
#1. Escaped and recapchured 23 
Jan 1895, received 20 lashes for 
escaping 28 Feb 1895. Ledger 

describes 20 lashes administered on 
13 May 1895 for independence and 
laziness but it was crossed out. No. 

10 shoe.

Jackson, Ed 15725 20 5’ 9” 165 Black Laborer Texas No 11 Oct 1897 Burnet Theft of a 
horse 2 24 Nov 

1897 CG Ellis 1 30 Aug 1898 20 Malaria 
Died after 8 months at Ellis Camp 

#1, Scar right groin and left shin, No. 
10 shoes

Tollison, Allie 15724 25 5’ 9” 160 Black Laborer Texas Yes 27 Oct 1987 Lavaca
Fraudulently 
disposing of 
a mortgaged 

property
2 2 Nov 

1897 CG Ellis 1 8 Feb 1899 26 Pneumonia 

Died after 13 months at Ellis Camp 
#1; Long scar left back; scars on 

upper lip, back of head, left elbow, 
right thigh, right big toe; No. 10 

shoes

Blacksom, John 6798 18 5’ 10” 150 Black Hotel Waiter Louisiana No 17 Mar 1891 Brazos Burglary 2+2+2+2+2+2+2 
= 14

25 Mar 
1891 CGE #1 10 July 1899 25 Drowned

Died after 19 months at Ellis Camp 
#1. Received 9 lashes for Insolence 
29 Jul 1893, 10 lashes for laziness 

and cutting cane badly 30 Nov 1893, 
13 lashes for impudence 23 June 
1896, and 20 lashes for refusal to 
work 9 Nov 1896. Scars left arm, 

right knee, right thigh, left shin, left 
foot near toes. No. 9 shoes.

Adams, Abe 16540 25 5’ 9” 154 Brown Laborer Texas No 20 Apr 1898 Lavaca Theft of a 
horse 2 27 Apr 

1898 CGE #1 10 July 1899 26 Drowned

Died after 15 months on Ellis Camp 
#1. Burn scars all over rump, 1 

1/2” shot scar center of breast, two 
short scars below elbow, scar on left 
shoulder. No. 8 shoes. Ex-convict, 

previous #6451.

Miller, Joe 15762 18 5”7” 130 Black Laborer Texas No 5 Nov 1899 Bexar Buglary 2 11 Nov 
1897 CG Ellis 1 29 July 1899 22 Malaria

Died after 19 months at Ellis Camp 
#1, shot scar back left hand, two 
scars right hand, cut on right calf, 

No. 7 shoes

Berman, Joe 15738 38 5’ 10” 180 Black Laborer Texas Yes 9 Oct 1897 Bexar
26 cases of 
burglary and 

theft
2+2+2+2+2+2   

= 12
9 Nov 
1897 CG Ellis 1 21 Jun 1900 40 Malaria

Long cut on right side, cuts on back 
of left hand and inside left knee, No. 

12 shoes.

Mitchell, Jack 19734 33 5’ 5” 150 Dark 
Brown

Railroad 
Laborer Texas Yes 25 Oct 1900 Harris Theft of a 

horse 4 01 Nov 
1900 CG Ellis 1 12 Nov 1900 33 Pernicious 

Malarial Fever

Died after 11 days on Ellis Camp #1. 
Scar on head, shot scar on left leg, 
cut scar right arm, shot scar right 
thigh, scar left shoulder, scar right 

shoulder. No. 8 shoes.

Miller, Dump 20288 20 5’ 9” 165 Mulatto 
Black Laborer Texas No 10 Apr 1901 Bexar

Burglary 
with intent to 
commit theft

2 24 Apr 
1901 CG Ellis 1 11 July 1901 20 Pernicious 

Malarial Fever

Died after less than 3 months on 
Ellis Camp #1. Scar on back muscle 
of left arm. Scar above right nipple?. 

No. 9 shoes

Robinson, Arthur 22134 20 5’ 10” 160 Black Laborer Texas No 25 Oct 1902 McLennan Burglary 3+2+3+2=10 29 Oct 
1902 LAE #1 9 Dec 1902 20

Killed by Dog 
Sgt J. H. Veal 

while attempting 
to escape

Died after less than 2 months on 
Ellis Camp #1. Also used alias 

Aurther Johnson. Scars over left eye, 
left arm, back.

Walker, Henry 23280 23 5’ 10 
1/2” 170 Dark 

Brown Laborer Texas No 26 June1903 Bastrop Attempt to 
commit Arson 5 13 July 

1903 Ellis #1   11 Sep 1905 25
“Struck by 
lightning at 

11:40 AM and 
instantly killed”

Died after 14 months on Ellis Camp 
#1. Scar left side of head near eye, 
ong cut scar over left eye, 2 large 

scars back of head, small pox scars 
all over body, cut scar below right 
elbow, 2 scars left shin, one upper 
front tooth out. Ex-convict #16897 
under alias Henry Quigley. No. 9 

shoes.

Convict Name Convict 
Number

Age at 
Conviction Height Weight 

(lbs) Color Employment 
(Trade)

Nativity 
(State/

Country)
Marital 
Status

Date 
Convicted

County of 
Conviction

Reason for 
Conviction

Sentence 
Length (Years)

 Received 
Penn.

Last Camp of 
Residence Death Date  Age at 

Death Death Details Notes

Jackson, Andy 22151 53 5’ 7” 170 Dark 
Brown Laborer Mississippi Yes 20 Oct 1902 Panola

Aussault 
with intent 
to commit 

murder
2 6 Nov 

1902 Ellis #1 16 Nov 1903 54 Pernicious 
Malaria 

Died after 12 months on Ellis Camp 
#1. Long cut scar on forehead, scar 
top right shouler, long cut scar on 

breast, 2 scars on right hip, scar on 
right shin. No. 9 shoes.
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Convict Name Convict 
Number

Age at 
Conviction Height Weight 

(lbs) Color Employment 
(Trade)

Nativity 
(State/

Country)
Marital 
Status

Date 
Convicted

County of 
Conviction

Reason for 
Conviction

Sentence 
Length (Years)

 Received 
Penn.

Last Camp of 
Residence Death Date  Age at 

Death Death Details Notes

Owens, Travis 25975 25 5’ 8” 150 Brown Laborer Texas Yes 25 Oct 1905 Lamar Sodomy 5 8 Dec 
1905 Ellis 1 13 Dec 1905 25 Pneumonia

Died after 5 days on Ellis Camp #1. 
Was sick on arrival from prison and 

was never put to work. 

Brown, Robert 23868 18 5’ 4” 155 Brown Cook Georgia No 13 Jan 1904 Harris Burglary 5 + 3 =8 2 Feb 
1904 Imperial 26 Jul 1909 23 Sunstroke

Served time on numerous camps 
and at Huntsville. Died after 17 

months on Imperial Farm. Received 
20 licks for laziness on 25 Nov 

1904, 20 licks for laziness 18 June 
1905, 25 licks for impudence to 

guard on 20 July 1905, 25 licks for 
laziness on 16 June 1907, 25 licks 
for disobedience on 15 June 1908, 

25 licks for laziness on 23 Jun 1909. 
Small scar right side of neck, 1/2” 
scar right cheekbone, small burn 

scar on back of left hand. Dim scars 
between right and left knees and 

ankles. No. 7 shoes.

*Newsom, Isreal 
First burial at Old 
Imperial Prison 
Farm Cemetery)

31951 37 5’ 9” 145 Dark 
Brown Laborer Texas Widower 31 May 1911 Burleson Perjury 2 6 Jun 

1911 Imperial 10 Feb 1912 38 Heart Failure

*First burial at the Old Imperial 
Prison Farm Cemetery, died 10 days 

after the end of the Convict Labor 
Era. This burial marks the end of use 

of the Bullhead Camp Cemetery. 
Davis was logged as  ex-convict 
#14312 under alias Alford Davis. 

He served time at Huntsville Prison, 
on the railroads, Harlem Farm, 

Cunningham Camp #5, Imperial 
Sugar Company (1911), and Imperial 
State Farm where he spent the last 

nine days of his life.

*Davis, Alfred  
(Second burial at 
Old Imperial Prison 
Farm Cemetery)

20948 25 5’ 10” 166 Dark 
Brown Laborer Texas No 7-Nov-01 Houston Rape 25 15-Nov-01 Imperial 7-Mar-12 37 Pneumonia

*Second burial at the Old Imperial 
Prison Farm Cemetery, died 67 days 

after the end of the Convict Labor 
Era. Davis was logged as  ex-convict 

#14312 under alias Alford Davis. 
He served time at Huntsville Prison, 
Imperial Sugar Company (1911), and 
Imperial State Farm where he spent 

the last month of his life.



265

Convict Name Convict 
Number

Age at 
Conviction Height Weight 

(lbs) Color Employment 
(Trade)

Nativity 
(State/

Country)
Marital 
Status

Date 
Convicted

County of 
Conviction

Reason for 
Conviction

Sentence 
Length (Years)

 Received 
Penn.

Last Camp of 
Residence Death Date  Age at 

Death Death Details Notes

Owens, Travis 25975 25 5’ 8” 150 Brown Laborer Texas Yes 25 Oct 1905 Lamar Sodomy 5 8 Dec 
1905 Ellis 1 13 Dec 1905 25 Pneumonia

Died after 5 days on Ellis Camp #1. 
Was sick on arrival from prison and 

was never put to work. 

Brown, Robert 23868 18 5’ 4” 155 Brown Cook Georgia No 13 Jan 1904 Harris Burglary 5 + 3 =8 2 Feb 
1904 Imperial 26 Jul 1909 23 Sunstroke

Served time on numerous camps 
and at Huntsville. Died after 17 

months on Imperial Farm. Received 
20 licks for laziness on 25 Nov 

1904, 20 licks for laziness 18 June 
1905, 25 licks for impudence to 

guard on 20 July 1905, 25 licks for 
laziness on 16 June 1907, 25 licks 
for disobedience on 15 June 1908, 

25 licks for laziness on 23 Jun 1909. 
Small scar right side of neck, 1/2” 
scar right cheekbone, small burn 

scar on back of left hand. Dim scars 
between right and left knees and 

ankles. No. 7 shoes.

*Newsom, Isreal 
First burial at Old 
Imperial Prison 
Farm Cemetery)

31951 37 5’ 9” 145 Dark 
Brown Laborer Texas Widower 31 May 1911 Burleson Perjury 2 6 Jun 

1911 Imperial 10 Feb 1912 38 Heart Failure

*First burial at the Old Imperial 
Prison Farm Cemetery, died 10 days 

after the end of the Convict Labor 
Era. This burial marks the end of use 

of the Bullhead Camp Cemetery. 
Davis was logged as  ex-convict 
#14312 under alias Alford Davis. 

He served time at Huntsville Prison, 
on the railroads, Harlem Farm, 

Cunningham Camp #5, Imperial 
Sugar Company (1911), and Imperial 
State Farm where he spent the last 

nine days of his life.

*Davis, Alfred  
(Second burial at 
Old Imperial Prison 
Farm Cemetery)

20948 25 5’ 10” 166 Dark 
Brown Laborer Texas No 7-Nov-01 Houston Rape 25 15-Nov-01 Imperial 7-Mar-12 37 Pneumonia

*Second burial at the Old Imperial 
Prison Farm Cemetery, died 67 days 

after the end of the Convict Labor 
Era. Davis was logged as  ex-convict 

#14312 under alias Alford Davis. 
He served time at Huntsville Prison, 
Imperial Sugar Company (1911), and 
Imperial State Farm where he spent 

the last month of his life.


